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SketTcH oF A SeERMON* 
Founded on 1 Cor. xiii. 10. 

**When that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done 
away.” 

Ove of the general ideas naturally 
arising at the repetition of such 
words would be, that futurity is the 
greatness of man;—that hereafter 
is the grand scene for the attain- 
ment of the fulness of his existence. 
When depressed and mortified by 
a conscious littleness of being, emo- 
tions and inclinations which. seem to 
signify that he should not. be. little, 


[induce him to] look to futurity, 


[and he says] “I shall be great 
yonder.” 
belongs to him, how diminutive 
and poor his sphere of possession 
here, [he consoles himself with the 
thought], . The immense futurity 
is mine. I may be content to be 
poor awhile, in the prospect Of 
&ce. &c. &c. If, here obscure, and 
even despised; “ well;—it is not 
here that I expect or want to verify 
my importance.” If forcibly ad- 
monished of the brevity of life, 
“well, the sooner [will be] my 
entrance on a life that shall have 
no end.” 

Another thing we may observe 


am Ie will be easily perceived that the fol- 
Jowing is, what it professés. to be, a mere 
isketch—a very rough outline of a. very ori- 
ginal discourse, full.of massive and brilliant 


thoughts —furnishing to the reader ample 


aaterials for extended reflection, and suf- 
ficiently indicating the intellectual power, 
and pious feeling of the distinguished mind 
whence it originated. The few terms in- 
eluded in crotchets we have Sppled, to ass 
continuity. =—Epy, 
‘Vou. VII, 3d Series. 
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When feeling. how little | 


upon the words is, that it is most 
gratifying to see the divine revela- 
tion connecting the attribute, the 
condition, of -perfection—on any 
terms, in any sense, at any future 
period,—with human nature; grati- 
fying if this were but intimated as 
a mere possibility, most emphatically 
so, to see it expressed as an .assur- 
ance—a promise. . 

Think of man! the combination - 
of all defects.—Let any conceivable 
excellence-be named, and the very 
mention of itis, in effect, a reproach 
to. um, as not having it, or having 
s it ina very ( deficient measure. 

Whoever does. possess | the most 
of any. one of them, is deeply la- 
menting to perceive how. partial, 
how miserably little [itis], compared 
with even far less than’ perfection. 
Looking at man, we seem to see avast 
collection of little beginnings—at- 
tempts,—failures,—like a plantation 
on a bleak and blasted heath. And 
the progress. (In whatever is valu- 
cable and noble) so miserably diffi- 
cult and slow, whether in individuals 
or communities. So that the per- 
fectability of man, in the sense in 
which that phrase has been employ-_ 
ed, stands justly ridiculed as one of 
the follies of philosophic romance, 

Then, how delightful is it to see 
Revelation itself pronouncing as 
possible, and predicting as to.come, — 
something “ perfect’’ in = condi- 
tion of man. : 

Next, observe that this ercage 
of something “ perfect” to come, 
relates to knowledge. This is some- 
thing surprising. It seems much 
more easy to conceive of perfection 
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attained or conferred in any of what 
may be called the moral attributes, 
than of knowledge, even in any mo- 
derate and comparative sense. For 
instance, perfect rectitude of the 
actuating principles, the motives, 
perfect reverence of the Supreme 
Being, a perfect spirit of obedience, 
perfect ‘charity ;”” or, to say it in one 
word, perfect holiness. ‘These are 
‘things of a more simple and abso- 
lute nature—qiralities to be created 
and fixed within ‘the. being itself,— 
simply, a modification of its own 
constitution and, habit, which we 
can conceive effected by a single act 
“of the Divine power. 
~ But knowledge i is not a hisite of 
the” ms ispositions- of an intelligent 
being, n Oe an intrinsic quality. of its 
“Bat an intellectual peeio 


pprenesionet Phe ‘scope as Bhs 
‘relation has no necessary | limit: {it is] 
quite indefinite. 4// things in the 
‘stupendous totality of existence, and 
‘even in possibility, are subjects for 
‘knowledge. To hear then from 
‘the voice of Divine-truth a prediction | 
for men, of perfection in knowledge, 
‘in’any, the ‘most limited, accom- 
*modated ‘sense, is: ‘very, marvellous. 
pA SSH “sublime” “prospect, contem- 
‘plated under the most limited sense 
‘of the terms which display i it to us. 
~ Let us, for afew moments, attempt 
‘to realize to our imagination such a 
“state ‘of - knowledge as our text 
il The lowest. int we 
; place, i is the ex- 
on eh 
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knowledge shall be absolutely such. 
It could not but be in the heavenly 
state, a painful and melancholy thing 
for the spirit, after exulting in the 
reception of a portion of knowledge 
(deemed such) to find out that it 
had been imposed on and deluded. 
To be_beset at each progressive 
stage with the suspicion that this 
apparent advance, is, perhaps, to be 
trodden back again as just so far 
wrong. Soar then the knowledge 
will be “perfect,” that nothing de- 
lusive and erroneous will be included’ 
in what is taken for knowledge. 
Again, we may perceive its perfec- 
tion in this sense. ‘That it will be 
perfectly adequate to the infallible 
direction of all the activities of a 
superior ph ‘Those activities we 
may well believe to be of vast ex- 
ch | tent I ifasoneniety But sup- 
yse a knowledg petent to them 
all. An infall le knowledge. what 
to do, and when, and by what means. 
A perfect knowledge, what power the 
agent has for accomplishing the ob- 
jects,—a certain foresight of the 
result. A perfect judgment ‘what 
is right, what is the best. A perfect 
understanding of what is the divine 
will. So that the whole system of 
action of the immortal being’ shall 
proceed under a luminous intelli- 
gence, which permits, no” doubt, or 
apprehension, or mistake, or failure. 
‘Lhe knowledge of the frbahieents 
of | the better world will doubtless 
be perfect in this sensé, that they 
will possess as much of it as is in- 
‘dispensable to their happiness, and 
wo pe oe — be do” son 
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see good to make me more s0, 
by opening. to me another book yet | 
sealed, to expand still further this | 
wide and glorious vision.” 

We may perhaps assume to add, 
that these happy beings will possess 
always as much knowledge as for the 
time their faculties are actually capa- 
ble of admitting ;—[there will be] no 
craving void.:, so that.as to what they | 
cannot. then know, it will not be 
that it\is arbitrarily withheld, caus- 
ing them to say, “If it were but 
told me,; if it were but. disclosed I 
could, understand it.” This is our 
case here; there doubtless.are a vast 
number of things kept in the dark 
from us which we could understand, 
if they were but declared. And 
there is sometimes a most restless 
wish to know them. That knowledge 
may. be called perfect which shall be 
so relatively to the capacity of the 
intelligent being. Imagine _ this, 
and then imagine a continued sensi- 
ble enlargement of the capacity if- 
self, and. as it enlarges-a continual 
influx of new knowledge to fill it, 

_. We should take some advantage 
of the apostle’s mode of illustrating 
by a contrast. between.“ that which 
is in part” and that “perfect” which 
is to come. We may advert to. the 
imperfect, partial nature of our means 
of knowledge. -It is a mysterious 
thing in the all-wise . Creator's: 
economy, that intellectual. beings,— 
spirits—should. be enclosed in gross 
matter, and made. dependant. for 
their action on its organization. But 
so it is. The senses contrived in 
this material frame, the grand inlet 
of our knowledge, must and.do con- | 
vey it in,a most imperfect manner. 
These, while they are the medium of 
knowledge, yet keep up an- insuper- 
ableseparation [between ]themind,— 
the spirit,—and the object desired to 
be known. Through them it can te- 
ceive only reports. and.images of the 
things. It cannot itself comeat the 
things themselves, How. it wishes 
sometimes that it could! It longs 


Spirit. 
_part shall be done away, and»that 


3 


to know: what things are in their 
reality. 
Language, again, is a most.imper- 
fect medium: for the conveyance: of 
knowledge ; indeed, framed upon our 
imperfect knowledge, and, partaking 
of all its defects, contrived by mento 


|express what they very.imperfectly 


conceive and: know. fit is] full of 
indistinctness,uncertainty,perplexity, 
confusion... ‘* But when that which 
is perfect is come.” It may be said, 
“What then? What will then be 
the mode, the medium, the instru- 
ments of our receiving and convey- 
ing knowledge ?’’. We: cannot even 
conjecture till it. does come: But it 
must be something eminently dif- 
ferent [from], whether or not in an- 
alogy with, the present means. One 
almost. dislikes to. suppose in that 
more perfect state, even a’ re- 
semblance to ‘such feeble things as 
seeing, | feeling,, hearing, language, 
&c. But the sovereign and benefi- 
cent Creator, in forming his crea- 
tures anew, ina far nobler condition; 


| will infallibly do it: for ithe best. 


And if there be to‘be senses, and any 
artificial. instruments. of: knowledge 
analogous to the present, let them 
but be as much supetior'to these as 
a spiritual~body made like the  glo- 
rified body of Christ, will be superior 
to this earthy mortal one, and it 
will suffice. But; whatever shall be 
the means and manner of apprehend- 
ing, the apprehension must be in= 
comparably: more immediate and 
intimate than in this world, to satis- 
fy the exalted intelligence.» And 
that there will be this pervading in- 
telligence, this intimacy of know- 
ledge, seems to be implied by what ~ 
the apostle says, “ shall know. even 
as I am known,” i.e. by the Divine 
So. when *that which: is’ in 


which isperfect[shall]be; the manner 
of knowing shall be an entire, a 
complete one, as to. the means and. 
institmientss 97c220\> 6 et a 
Here note the imperfection of the 
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4 Sketch of a 
other great means of knowledge, 
reasoning. Again, how emphati- 
cally, our present knowledge is but 
“in part,’ if we advert to the ex- 
tent and number of things. to be 
known. It is but a diminutive 
portion of the grand whole of things, 
that we can be even so apprised of, 
as to be aware that we are ignorant 
of them. We can think no question 
at-qll about them. But take even 
so much as we are apprised of 
—enough to make subjects of in- 
quiry — and just think how many 
can be answered of all the ques- 
tions we can ask? To a vast 
proportion of them there is no 
possible answer at all. ‘To a great 
majority of the rest, that do not 
go entirely beyond our sphere, the 
answer is extremely doubtful.; And 
to the comparatively few that we 
seem to think we can reply to, we 
find when we try, that the an- 
swer is but that of a very partial 
knowledge. ‘‘ When that which is 
perfect is come,” it will not bring 
an answer to all possible inquiries, 
that were to extend our knowledge 
beyond an arehangel’s compass. But 
it may well be -believed, that it will 
be amazing and delightful to see 
what a multitude of things, of which 
we had but the faintest glimpses 
before, are brought into perfect mani- 
festation. What a revelation there 
may be in two senses; in the vast 
enlargement of . the mind’s own 
proper power of knowing, while 
it looks from a higher eminence 
ever a wider field. And in the di- 
rect disclosures and communications 
which the Divine Being may bene- 
- ficently make. 

His present Revelation is the 
greatest. blessing conferred on hu- 
man intelligence on earth. But how 
obviously that is but “ in part.” 
How many things are not men- 
tioned,—many with but a particle 
of information 3——some presented 
with but an obscure and_half-re- 
vealed aspect; like the moon, some- 
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fect is come.”” So “in part” (c 
knowledge is) that in many thi 
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times seen with a narrow line of 
light, and the disc opaque and dimly 
perceptible; we may hope that 
when “ the perfect ’’ is come, most 
of what is thus concealed, or but 
obscurely intimated, will be unveiled 
in perfect light. And it*would not 
be a wild imagination, that then, 
there will be a still further new re- 
velation, strictly such; to impart 
information of what will still be 
beyond the sphere of knowledge 
by any other means. And that 
also to become ultimately our im- 
mediate knowledge. And then, still 
a further and further revelation, and 
so forward interminably and for 
ever. 

But all these anticipations remind 
us but the more forcibly how we 
here know but “in part.”’. So “in 
part,” that just the part, the portion 
which we want to obtain is divided 
off from our reach. It seems as if 
a dissevering principle, or a dark veil 
fell down exactly at the point we 
are pursuing, we reach the essential 
question of the inquiry; let that be 
surpassed, and we should arrive at 
the truth—exult in our knowledge— 
but, just there, we are stopped by 
something insuperable; and there 
we stand, like prisoners looking at 
their impregnable wall. So, “ in 
part” (our knowledge), that an ex- 
ceeding weight, we sometimes feel 
a disproportionate one, is thrown 
upon our faith, We cannot under-— 
stand the case, and yet we must ap- 
provingly submit to Him who is the 
Master of all things ; and our obedi- 
ence must be as ready and unreserved 
as if we could. But this is a hard 
exercise for faith, In our own par- 
tial view, appearances may seem — 
against what we nevertheless are re-. 
quired most firmly to believe. It— 


jis difficult to maintain this faith, — 


but it is happily aided by the Divine — 
assurance that one day we shall 
know; “when that which is per- 
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we see far more of the evil than of 
the good, in the whole’ state of 
things as far as within our compre- 
hension. But we are sure that on 
the great view to which we cannot 
yet attain, there must be a pre- 
~ dominance of good, in the empire 
of Him who is infinite in wisdom, 
power, and goodness. The anticipa- 
tion of clearly seeing it so, is a de- 
lightful radiance from heaven on our 
present dark abode. 

So “in part” (our knowledge is) 
that we cannot agree one with 
another; the “part” itself is not 
clear, bright, and infallible as far as 
it goes. It contains those shades, 
perplexities, and equivocal appear- 
ances among which men must 
greatly differ. It would have been 
a fine thing, if good men and wise 
men could have been unanimous, 
unto the limited extent of this early 
stage and immaturity of our know- 
ledge. Not filled the twilight 
of the great approaching day of 
wisdom with their controversies and 
quarrels. But, &c. But when the 
“perfect is come’ the grand illu- 
mination of each spirit will be ren- 
dered inconceivably more delightful 
by the coincidence of judgment 
which will create a happy sympathy 
and harmony of the affections. 

[We have] no time to apply these 
somewhat too vague and general ideas 
to special subjects. But they might 
be illustrated in application to our im- 
perfect knowledge of even our own 
nature. As in the essential principle 
of life. The nature and the opera- 
tions of the soulitself. How strik- 
ing to reflect that we can as yet just 
as much comprehend the whole uni- 
verse as our own little selves, our 
own selves, who are thinking and 
talking on these subjects ! 

The theory of the condition and 
destination of our race. 

The system of divine providence. 

The doctrines of religion. 

The manner of our future exist- 
ence, 3° 5? TOE Rae 
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What rational beings, and under 
what economy in other realms of the 
universe. 

The universe itself. 

After such views contemplated, 
think of the pride of present know- 
ledge ! With a little glimmering on 
their spirits, there are men that walk 
the earth with an elevation as if 
they should be gods; and destitute 


too, as this very pride would shew, 


of that which is the best of the 
knowledge attainable here, 

Consider what a high advantage 
over us is now attained by our 
pious friends that are gone! even 
in that’ less perfect state which 
intervenes between the departure 
here, and the resurrection. “That 
which is in part shall be done away.” 
Imagine them emerging from this 
dark world into light! What a dis- 
missal for their spirits, what a va- 
nishing away of the whole system 
of their little notions, and childish 
conceptions. If they will be suffi- 
ciently recollected to be compared 
with the grand manifestations of 
truth and reality then unveiled, 
what a contrast! 

And yet there will not be an en- 

tire contempt thrown on the retros- 
pect; for it will be understood how © 
those little notions, that feebie light, 
that partial. revelation, were the 
right training for the infancy and 
childhood of the human soul. 
_ Let us then be thankful that we 
do know, though but “in part,” 
and earnestly apply and improve 
what we are permitted to know. 
Thankful too that one point of that 
very knowledge is, that its imperfec- 
tion will at length be left behind. 

Lastly, if there will be (as none 
can doubt) in the heavenly state: 
different degrees in the felicity of the 
redeemed spirits, and if knowledge 
will be one great means of felicity 
there, who may. be expected to pos- 
sess the highest attainment of it? 
Not, ‘necessarily, those, even good 
men, who possessed the most of it 
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here. But, rather, those who’ have 
excelled the most in piety, in. devo- 
tion to God and Christ, and the 
cause of heaven in this world. God 
can by one great act of his reward- 
ing power, make them the highest in 
intelligence. And it is reasonable 
to believe that he will. 


—_— 


AppRESS FoR THE New YEAR 
To PROFESSING CHRISTIANS. 


“Time is short.” 
“He that gathereth mot with me scattereth.” 


Wauatis your condition, dear reader, 
are you gathering with the’ Saviour, 
or scattering abroad?—This is a 
solemn inquiry; for one or the other 
it must be. You bear the christian 
name, but do you follow Christ in 
going ‘‘about doing good ?’—Do 
you watch for opportunities of 
speaking a word in his name to per- 
ishing sinners ?—Do you strive to 
improve your talent of influence or 
authority for him ?—*Do you deny 
yourself to. serve, his. cause ?—Do 
you daily pray “thy kingdom come,” 
and daily inquire ‘* Lord, what, wilt 
thou have me to do?’ Perhaps, 
hitherto, you have done little or 
nothing for the Saviour, you have 
been living to yourself, selfishly en- 
jeying religious privileges, forget- 
ting that hundreds of souls around 
you close at hand (as precious as 
your own),as well as thousands afar 
off, were destitute of the bread of 


life, on the brink of perdition, un- 


cared for, unthought of; forgetful 
of the Divine command, “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.” 


_. But this is a day in which we| we 
have been favoured to hear much of |i 


revivals, and therefore such a state 
at activit 
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ishing world; arise from your slum- 
| bers and call mightily upon God for 
‘the gift of the Holy Spirit, that you 
| may begin to be diligent and active— 
your love tothe Saviour increased— 
that you may be constrained to love 
souls for his sake; and pray that 
strenuous. self-denying labours for 
this object may be the delightful em- 


ader, ‘ 


ployment of your life. There is, 
dear reader, ample room for the 
most enlarged operations of Chris- 
tian zeal and kindness all around 
you. There is not.a spot on, which . 
you can fix your eye but sin reigns, 
and misery dwells,—every where 
souls are in danger of perishing,— 
yes, souls capable of enjoying God, 
are living in enmity to him, debas- 
ed by sin, on the verge of destruc- 
tion, and loudly call upon you, by 
their sin and. degradation, to arise 
for their help, to. take to them the 
healing balm of the gospel for the 
cure of their diseases,—to hasten to 
them in their starving condition with 
the bread and water of life, and to 
point them, while sinking under the 
load of guilt and depravity, to the 
“Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world.” - Yes, dear 
christian’ reader, that’ precious: blood 
on which you rest your hope of sal- 
vation, is needed. by your friends 
and neighbours,—that salvation in 
which you glory is unknown io 
them. And, oh! will you continue 
to be selfish ?—can. you; indeed, 
be satisfied any longer to keep the 
knowledge of it to yourself ?—will 
you not impart it to those who will 
perish without your efforts?—Oh ! 
that every principle that is excell 


that is valuable, may diy) 


g neighbour, — you - 

withhold the effort tha 

a friend from drowning, — 

joyfully hasten: to. pluck 
id from the fir d 
idable 
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frame of mind to withhold the bread 
of life, the waters of salvation from 
the soul of your neighbour. 
cannot be “ gathering with” the 
Saviour, if you withhold from your 
friend those tidings of mercy that 
would save his soul from the wrath 
to come. Reader, solemn is the 
thought, yet as certainly true, that 
while acting thus you are scat- 
tering abroad and not gathering 
with the Saviour; not coming “ up 
to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty,” not devoting to him the 
energies of your soul; not present- 
ing yourself a living sacrifice; but 
as if you owed him nothing, as if 
souls were not valuable; asif there 
were not grace and salvation abound- 
ing for the chief of sinners: you 
are living to yourself, and noé glo- 
rifying Him you profess to love. 
Dear reader, ‘think on these 
things;’’ such a review of past un- 
fruitfulness should call for deep sor- 
row of heart. You owe all your 
hopes of eternal life to the Lord 
Jesus, and to be unconcerned for 
his glory ill becomes one for whom 
he shed his precious blood. Oh! do 
pray that the time past may suffice 
for a life of unfruitfulness in his 
service, let deep sorrow fill you for 
the past, and a holy resolution be 
formed to begin a new life in his 
service. Let the New Year witness 
a new series of efforts for the salva- 
tion of sinners. ‘The uncertainty 
of life demands that your. efforts 
should be made with promptitude. 
Multitudes die every year, and “‘ this 
year thou shalt die’ is probably re- 
corded concerning numbers to whom 
you have access, who are yet uncon- 
verted. Pray, therefore, for grace 
and: courage, and faithfulness to 
warn, ‘and entreat, and beseech such 
to be reconciled to God. Look 
around to find out the needy and ig- 
norant, regard the various circum- 
stances of each precious soul; and 
‘suit your efforts to meet their cases. 
Call to your help a few praying 
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christians to unite in this good 
work, yet, even if you cannot do 
this, go forward, leave not the work 
undone, even should reproach be 
cast upon you:—opposition: from 
the world is not so discouraging as 
lukewarmness. from professors, but 
this must not, and indeed will not, 
retard the zealous efforts of those 
who feel for souls,—who know they 
are accountable to the head of the 
church for their influence in it, and 
for the faithful use of the talents 
he has intrusted them with. There- 
fore, dear reader, let nothing from 
without or within, from the world 
or the church, prevent your devot- 
ing “body, soul, and spirit as ‘a 
living sacrifice ;""—prevent you from 
labouring “in .season and out of 
season,” to glorify the Saviour by 
bringing sinners unto him, that they 
may be saved. Persevere, “your 
labours shall not be im vain,” “your 
work. shall be rewarded,” the Holy 
Spirit will, in answer to your fervent 
prayer, make the means you employ 
“«the power of God unto salvation,” 
—and, although you may “sow in 
tears you shall reap in joy;’—on 
the right hand of the Judge you 
will be favoured to behold some 
thither led by your means. Oh)! 
what an inspiring prospect for the 
New Year, begin it well, improve it 
well, lest it should be your last, so 
that you may give your account with 
joy and hear it said, “ Well done,— 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


———<=a 


Tue Vauiue or “ Tue Guortovs 
-GosPEL,” PRESSED UPON THE 
ATTENTION OF 4N AGED FRIEND. 

s¢ Yet there is room.” 
My respecrep Acep Frienp. ~ 
‘Witt you oblige me by giving the 


little book I send you, an attentive, 


serious reading—the subject of it is 
very important, one in which you 
are deeply concerned; it is~ most 
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joyful in its nature, and able to 
make you truly happy both in this 
world and that which is to come, 
if you rightly value and understand 
it :— 

It is entitled the ‘ Glorious: Gos- 
pel.” This is, indeed, a glorious 
subject; able to make the most 
ignorant ‘ wise unto salvation,” 
—the most depraved and guilty 
sinner, fit for the holiness and hap- 
piness of heaven; and, in a word, 
to save precious souls from the tor- 
ments of hell, and prepare them for 
an “ inheritance with the saints in 
light.” Has this glorious Gospel, 
my dear aged friend, any charms 
for you? or have you any desire to 
be blessed by it? Have you ever 
‘prayed to be a partaker of its pros- 
pects and supports ?- If you cannot 
‘say that it has claimed your atten- 

“tion, or that you have-felt any de- 
sire after it, your situation is a piti- 
able one; and, as a real friend, I 
feel the deepest pity for you; yes, 
pity of the purest kind for your 
precious soul, which, without an 
interest in. this glorions Gospel, 
must be miserable for ever and 
ever. 

Your advancing years, and the 
uncertainty of your life, call loudly 
for pity and solicitude on your be- 
half ; you “know not the day of 
your death,” “ this night your ‘soul 
may be required of you,” and then, 
ignorant of this glorious Gospel, 
and unconcerned about an interest 
in it; hopeless, Christless, will be 
your condition for ever. Oh! re- 
flect then for a moment on what I 
say, and lift up a desire that in a 
subject so important you may feel 


{time; the day of salvation,” 


oh! let me entreat you to begin to 
seek after them ‘* Now, while it is 
called to-day,” now, while the Bi- 
ble declares “it to be the accepted 
do 
listen to my entreaties, do not live 
another ‘hour without praying for 
divine teaching that your heart may 
be opened,—that you may receive 
this glorious Gospel whereby you 
will have a hope in life, a hope -in 
death, and enjoy after it a glorious 
immortality :—yes, ‘“ the wages of 
sin is death ; but the gift of God,”’ 
the “unspeakable gift,” revealed 
in the Gospel, “is eternal life 
through Jesus. Christ our Lord.’ 
Oh! hesitate not to begin the pur- 
suit of such inestimable blessings, 
cast not away from you such pros- 
pects, such offers of mercy as are 
now presented in the “ Glorious 
Gospel.” 

I cannot indeed fully describe to 
you in this letter all the blessings 
which are offered for your accept- 
ance—the Gospel is so full of them: 
but what light and the power of 
seeing would be to one blind— 
what health and ease would be to 
one sick and suffering—what liberty 
would be to the captive—what de- 
liverance would be to the ship- 
wrecked sailor — and what life 
would be to one about to be put to 
death—these, and much more than 
these, are the blessings contained 
in the glorious Gospel—what all 
these would be to the poor perish- 
ing body, which after receiving 
them would not be always able to 
retain and enjoy them—such are — 
these blessings to the precious soul : 
yes, my aged friend, by nature, as a 
sinner, -you are in need of all these 
changes to be wrought in you: the 
Bible describes vou, as a sinner, to 
be .diseased “from the crown of 


-interest in this “ Glorious Gospel,” | the head to the sole of the foot.” 
a” is sai 


still offered to you—that you are]. 
‘welcome to partake of them—and, | dead in trespasses ar 


The Value of the « Glorious Gospel.” 


captive by the devil at his will;”’ thus 
there is a need for a remedy to be 
provided, and, blessed be God, that 
remedy is contained in the glorious 
Gospel: . yes, life, light, health, 
liberty, and life eternal, are treasured 
up therein; and all, all these bless- 
ings are now freely offered to you. 
Consider the greatness and extent 
of this offer; it is made to you by 
the authority of God himself; yes, 
Ido it in his name, my dear aged 
friend, and say to you, ‘Come, 
and take of the fountain of the 
water of life freely:” the Saviour 
says, “If any man thirst let him 
come unto me and drink :”—‘‘ Come 
unto me I will give you rest :” “He 
that believeth on me shall never 
hunger—shall never thirst—shall 
never come into condemnation, but 
shall have everlasting life.” 

Let me respectfully urge the in- 
quiry, whether, if all these good 
things, were offered you for the 
body, you would either slight them 
or hesitate to seek after them? I 
think not, I think you would joy- 
fully hear of them, and delay not 
an hour in seeking for them; you 
would inquire most anxiously where 
they were to be obtained, and listen 
with deep interest to every particu- 
lar that could be heard about them. 
Well, do attend to the voice of real 
friendship which urges you to do 
the same: as it regards your soul, 
the wants of your precious soul, the 
ease is. infinitely more urgent—the 
effects more lasting—the object more 
glorious. If the body were relieved 
from pain, it would still be subject 
to death. If sight were restored 
to the blind, yet death would come 
at some time. If liberty were given, 
death could not at last be avoided. 
But so far superior are the blessings 
of the Gospel to any thing that is 
earthly, that, if once possessed, they 
are possessed for ever, and death 
itself, so far from ending your en- 
_joyments, will continue. them; in a 
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manner not now to be described, in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

You have reason to be very thank- 
ful that such blessings are contain- 
ed in the Gospel, and that, offered 
to you, you are welcome to partake 
of them. But beware how you 
neglect the offer made; you would 
pity and wonder at a starving man, 
if he declined to come to a well- 
spread table, when assured by the 
master of the house that he was 
welcome; you would blame the 
sick man, who would not use the 
means of cure, when assured by one 
who had skill and knowledge that 
the remedy was suitable, and had 
cured others. Oh! yes, and saints 
and angels, and even devils, will 
look on you with wonder and sur- 
prise in neglecting the great salva- 
tion—in slighting the glorious Gos- 
pel, and making light. of its offers 
and blessings.. Remember, you are 
invited to-it by God himself ; his 
ministers and saints repeat his offers 
and entreat you to accept of them ; 
and, once more, you are invited by 
this friendly letter not ‘to refuse 
him that speaketh.”’ You are here- 
in urged by a sincere friend to seek 
an interest in them without delay, 
now while they are to be found ; 
delays in common things are dan-- 
gerous, but how much more so when 
heaven and hell depend on the result 
of such delay ; ‘be wise then now 
for eternity, and come to the Saviour 
who still invites you, who “ will in 
nowise cast you out.” 

Oh! what a mercy it is that, al-. 
though so late in life, you are yet 
welcome ; but forget not, that, its 
being so late, is a reason why you — 
should not delay another hour. To 
the young and healthy life is uncer- 
tain, and how much nearer is your 
last hour likely to be? Let no 
earthly care, or business, or pleasure, 
tempt you to neglect your soul, or 
to say, “To-morrow I will seek the 
Lord.” One aged person was thus 

c Se 
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awfully deceived and died, it: is to be 
feared, without hope: when seventy- 
two, she said to a friend who en- 
treated her to seek the Lord, ‘‘ lam 
poorly now, I shall soon get better, 
and then I will do it.” Alas! she 
grew worse, the season of repentance 
was delayed, and death came without 
any evidence that she valued the 
glorious Gospel, or had prayed to 
be saved by it. Let such folly lead 
you'to avoid a like miserable hope- 
less end; come now, while the grace 
is offered, while the spirit is offered 
to make you willing to come. ‘There 
is no other way by which you can 
have any hope of salvation: “for 
there is.no other name given under 
heaven by which any one can be 
saved;’’ “other foundation can no 
man lay, than: that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ :’’ he is the way and 
the only way ; “he that believeth on 


him hath eternal life, but he that. 


believeth not on him shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth 
in him.” Tremble to delay in a mat- 
ter of so much importance. On the 
brink of eternity you are, my dear 
aged friend, and so long as uncon- 
verted, that eternity of woe and tor- 
ment and misery awaits you; if you 
‘still neglect this. glorious Gospel 
“there remains no more. sacrifice 
for sin,” and death will seal your 
doom for ever, where there “is 
weeping, and wailing, and. griasiiinig 
of teeth.’ Yes, for ever!—for ever ! 
—for ever, will you have to endure 
the wrath to come, as the conse- 
quence of your own folly in neg- 
lecting the great salvation — for 
: slighting the offers of the * glorious 
Gospel.” 
And shall it be so. with you ? 


Will you indeed forego the joys of |. 


heaven, and choose the path that 
leads to hell? Oh! stop and think, 
I beseech you—pause and. consider 
“for what is it that you will lose 


your soul? What are you gaining 


| now, by your neglect of the Saviour? 
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longer word to a shorter o 
| terioration generally | 


Psalm xix. 4, no Contradiction to Romans x. 18. 


Are you happy? Are yow happier, do 
you think, without his salvation 
than those are who have sought it ? 
You are mistaken if you think so ;. 
fer there. is .no real peace without 
grace, and if you are not converted, 
vou are without it, and can never be 
truly happy. Once again let me 
warn you of delaying this invitation 
for fear another should not be given, 
you may never hear another sermon 
—you may never again be told of 
the Saviour—you may not again be 
entreated to “consider your latter 
end.”’ This letter may close up the 
offers of mercy; yes, my dear aged 
friend, this letter, prompted by pure 
affection to your precious never dy- 
ing soul, may be the last message of 
mercy made known to you; and, oh! 
if you slight it, if you neglect to 
follow the advice given, to seek the: 
blessings urged upon you, I must 
net forbear to tell you, that it will 
add to your sorrows in an eternal 
world; that it will bear its testi- 
mony in addition to all the sermons 
you have heard, that yon were warn- 
ed of your danger—told ef a way 
of escape—entreated to seek for 
mercy ; but that you “chose death 
rather than life,” that you “would 
not come to Christ, but made light. 
of his. salvation,” of his love, and 
of his glory. Oh! that the Lord > 
may add his blessing to this effort 


| for your soul’s good, and that from 


this hour you may pray for the Holy 
Spirit to make you anew creature 
in Christ Jesus. Farewell. 


. M.M. 
ogee 
Psaum xix. 4, no ConTRADICTION. 
‘ro Romans x. 18. at 


In the “ Baptist Magazine” for No- 
vember, it was shewn that the im- 
pairing hand of time may zeae 


lance, ia 


Psalm xix. 4, no Contradiction to Romans x. 18. 


perpetuated by transcribers; and 
thus the impairing process affords 
scope for what may be called the 
empiric process, and also for what 
may be called the restorative pro- 
cess. 

If a transcriber adopts for a cor- 
rection what he guesses to be right, 
and does not have recourse to sound 
principles of criticism, the empiric 
process will probably be realized in 
the unintentional substitution of one 
erroneous reading for another. 

The connexion of cause and effect, 
therefore, becomes highly important 
in aiding the restorative process. 
Thus if in an English Manuscript the 
words us and use appear as different 
readings in the phrase, “ Books for 
use,’ or, “ Books for us,” the first 
phrase is shewn to be correct, if there 
is an absence of every cause besides 
the impairing process. For, by that 
process, the word use may degener- 
ate into us, but the word us cannot 
so amplify itself as to become use. 
In such cases, therefore, it is obvious 
that the right word is the including 
word, and not the included word; 
and on this principle we are led to 
the conclusion, that in Psalm xix. 4, 


the two Hebrew letters koph and vau, 


meaning line, are the remains of the 
three letters koph, vau, and lamed, 
a Hebrew word signifying voice. 
‘Thus, in Psalm xix. 4, the meaning 
is not “ Their lineis gone out through 
all the earth,’ but ‘‘ Their echo is 
gone out through all the earth,” as 
expressed in the Syriac of Romans 
x. 18, where the Hebrew word for 
voice, already referred to, in con- 
nexion with the Syriac for daughter, 
is adopted as the equivalent ex- 
pression for the Greek word used in 
Romans x. 18, and accurately quot- 


ed from Psalm xix. 4, in the Sep- 


tuagint. 
In the estimation, therefore, of 


the Greek translators, as well as in 


the estimation of Paul, who wrote 


_ more than three hundred years after-. 
wards, and in the estimation of the 


|out witness ; 


au 
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Syriac translator who lived after Paul, 
the original Hebrew expression was 
_kol, signifying voice, and not that 
_word deprived of its last letter, and 
_thus appearing to the eye in ancient 
manuscripts as the Hebrew word for 
line. 

That the Hebrew letter lamed has 
been lost, either from its disappear- 
ing at the end of a line, or from no 
notice being taken of the space it 
left elsewhere, is rendered highly 
probable by the Hebrew poetry. 
For as voice and words coincide, and 
as the expressions “through all the 
earth” and “to the end of the 
world” obviously harmonize in 
meaning, there is that poetical re- 
iteration of ideas which is destroyed 
by retaining the Hebrew word for 
line. But when the Hebrew word 
for voice is admitted into the stanza, 
that stanza becomes perfect, like the 
first stanza in the Psalm, which is 
“The heavens declare the glory of God ; 
“Yea, the firmament proclaimeth the work 

of his hands.” ‘ 

In Psalm xix. 4, then) a8 well as 
in Roman x. 18, the language of 
the original may be thus expressed : 
“Their voice is gone out through all the 

earth, E 
‘¢ And their words to the ‘utmost. bounds of 
the world.” rc} 

In no part of this lower world, 
therefore, has God left himself with- 
and, consequently, 
while infidels in a Christian country 
turn a deaf ear to the voice of 
the Gospel, idolaters are infidels 
with regard to the proclamation so 
universally made concerning God by 
his stupendous works.  — 

‘As, however, man is no longer 
the perfect being beheld in paradise 
before the fall, the Book of Nature 
is a book of death, rather than a 
book of life. “Like the law, it is in 
itself excellent ; but man’s depravity 
‘has made every law a terrible wit- 
ness against himself. In short, the 
human race continue practical Athe-— 
ists till the Gospel dispels the dark 
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clouds that hover over the mind, 
and excites a re-animating and pu- 
rifying hope that raises man above 
the beasts that perish, and prepares 
chim for the blissful regions of im- 
‘mortality. Thus, though the fabric 
of the universe has been a faithful 
but unsuccessful instructer, and per- 
haps has never been able to make 
one man wise unto salvation during 
six thousand years, yet the Gospel 
with its account of the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sin of 
the world, has been the power of 
God to salvation to no less than 
‘three thousand souls on one pente- 
costal day; and such a display of 
the excellency of the Gospel was but 
the first-fruits of a harvest yet to 
come, when millions of the human 
race shall bow to the sceptre of the 
Great Redeemer, in the day of his 
-powerful reign, and before “he shall 
come the second time without sin 
unto salvation.” 
J. EF, 
Stratford, Essex. 
ae 
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Queries oN THE Lorp’s PRayer. 


‘Mr. Epirtor, at 
In your Number for October; you 
have inserted an Essay from a very 
-respectable individual, against the 
use of the Lord’s Prayer in public 
worship. 

As Lentertain very different views 

from your correspondent, you will 
perhaps, allow me a page or two in 
your Miscellany, to address to him 
a few questions. 

Before I do so, I beg leave to 
premise, that I do not undertake to 
defend the, judiciousness! or pro- 
_priety of repeating this formula of 
_ devotion five or six times in the 


Course of a service. . 

. _ The authority of Dr, Gill is ad- 
_ duced in support of the opinion of 
_ the writer of the Essay. ,: 


es, 


w 


| formity to the Church of 


ETAT OE, Uy : have, as | ou 
- it becomes me, much respect for this 


2 Queries on the Lord’s Prayer. 


learned commentator, but I cannot 
implicitly, in all cases, bow to his 
decisions. 

As I occasionally use this beauti- 
fully simple and comprehensive 
prayer in private, and always once 
on the Lord’s day in public, I wish, 
most respectfully, to present a few 
queries to your esteemed corres- 
pondent. 

1, The “great Christian Rabbi, 
Dr. Gill,’ is opposed to the use of 
this prayer in public; but the great 
Christian Rabbi, Philip Henry, says, 
that the Lord’s Prayer is so “ com-— 
prehensive, that all petitions may be 
reduced to it ;’”” and he was in the 
habit of closing all his public and 
private devotions with it. This was 
also the case with the excellent com- 
mentator Scott, and a multitude of 
others. Now, which of the Chris- 
tian Rabbis are we to follow ? 

2. With much deference to Dr. 
Gill, who affirms, that our Lord pick- 
ed and culled the several petitions of 
his prayer out of the absurd vo- 
lumes of the Jewish Rabbis, I would 
beg leave to ask, Is not such a view 
of the subject without’ substantial 
proof? And, moreover, Is it not 
derogatory to the character of Him 
in whom “dwelt all the fulness of 
the godhead_ bodily ?” Had not he 
sufficient wisdom to compose a 
prayer, without sitting at the feet of 
the Jewish Rabbis, and supplicating 
their aid 2 ay 

3. Is it not a fact, which admits 
of ample illustration, that because 
the Established Church has chosen 
to use this prayer several times in 
every service, that many who dissent 
from her communion, have been led, 
pethaps unintentionally, to depre- 
ciate and neglect it? ; 

A. In the use of this prayer in 
public worship, is there any - con- 


| which can be reasonably 
t to pive up the reading 
of ‘the Scriptures in “our. religious 


\ 


Exposition of Psalm \xxxiv. 5. 


services, because the Established 
Church reads so ample a portion of 
them? 

5. Whether our Lord enjoined 
this prayer, or not, as a form, and to 
be perpetually used in worship, is 
there any one of its petitions which 
is not in full and delightful accord- 
ance with all the best principles and 
feelings of every truly pious indi- 
vidual? Can it be wrong, then, to 
use them at a throne of grace ? 

6. If it be unlawful in Christian 
worship, to use the Lord’s Prayer, as 
is intimated in the Essay, because 
there is no express reference to the 
name of the Mediator, should we 
not, for the same reason, avoid em- 
ploying any part of the Book of 
Psalms, or of the Old Testament, in 
our public devotions ? 

7. Under the fifth head of the 
Essay it is insinuated, that the Lord’s 
Prayer is not “suitable to the cir- 
cumstances of Christians,’ since the 
_great. oblation was offered on Cal- 
vary. But will this sentiment bear 
examination? Is it not a privilege 
of unspeakable value, under every 
dispensation, to be permitted to ad- 
dress God as a Father? Ought we 

- not to be supremely concerned, that 
His glorious name should be hallow- 
ed, and that His reign should be 
every where established? But I 
need not enlarge; the writer of the 
Essay answers himself on this sub- 
ject in his last paragraph. 

8. Ought it to be called “ Judaiz- 
ing,” to pray God our Saviour to 
take to him his great power, and 
to reign the uncontrolled and adored 
sovereign of the whole world ? 

9. If it be wrong to use the pe- 
titions of the Lord’s Prayer in pub- 
lic, must it not be equally so, to use 

- any other petitions of the Scriptures 
which were written previously to 
the actual sufferings of the Re- 
deemer ? * Pe 

10. If it be very right to ask for 

‘the blessing referred to in the Lord’s | 

‘Prayer, can it be wrong to use the 
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very same words which our Lord 
used ? 

11, Does not the writer of this 
Essay give up the point for which 
he contends in his sixth paragraph 
in which he says, “ After all, we are, 
no doubt at liberty, to adopt in pub- 
lic or secret prayer, the language of 
our blessed Lord?” If so, why 
does he call. it Judaizing? And 
why does he censure the young mi- 
nisters for using it? 

I may, then, even with the writer’s 
approbation, continue to use the 
Lord’s Prayer; and our young 
brethren, surely, may be permitted, 
if they think proper, to employ in 
their devotions this beautifully sim- 
ple and comprehensive form of sup- 
plication. 

Southampton. B. H. D. 
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Exposition oF Psaum lIxxxiv. 5. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir, » 
If the following $hort remarks 
are worth a place in your Magazine, 
they are at your service. 


Psaxm lxxxiv. 5, presents a diffi- 
culty which has perplexed many. In 


‘our common version it reads thus: 


* Blessed is the man whose strength 
is in thee: in whose heart are the 
ways of them.” The words in Ital- 
ics, are also in the same character in 
our Bibles, and are supplementary. 
Here the question is,—what does the 
expression “in whose heart are 
the ways of them’’ mean? The 


Hebrew word translated ways, means ~~ 


the highways raised for the purpose 
of travelling from place to place. 
The writer of the Psalm was con- 
templating the joy and advantage of 
attending the last of the annual 
Jewish festivals, which fell about 
the beginning, or towards the mid- 
dle of our October. This appears 
from the word rendered rain, in the 
6th verse, which means the dutumnal © 
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rain. Viewing the approach of the 
different bodies of worshippers and 
the earnestness with which they 
were pressing on, all in one road, to 
one place,—he pauses,—and then 
says,— “ The ways (are) in their 
heart. (They) passing through the 
valley of Baca make it a well,” Fe. 
The reader will here perceive a slight 
deviation from our common version, 


but on this point, I appeal to those’ 


who read the Hebrew Bible; and 
assuming the correctnéss of my own 
translation, would remark, it takes 
away all that perplexity which has 
been felt in reading the passage, and 
gives this part of the Psalm a pic- 
turesque effect, as if the writer was 
beholding the scene, and describing 
his own feelings atthe moment. It 
may be said, that this leaves one 
difficulty untouched, which is the 
change of number; as the author 
goes from the plural to the singular, 
and then to the plural again without 
an apparent reason, (see verses 4, 5, 
6.) To this it is here sufficient to 
reply, that sich transitions are far 
from being unusual in the writers 
of the Old Testament. Probably 
they were not in the habit of making 
the distinctions: common among us ; 
and from their modes of thinking 
referred to man collectively, and men 
individually in quick succession, 
without feeling the necessity of uni- 
form expression. The Psalm alto- 
gether offers various subjects of 
critical and practical remark, but my 
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present object is only to suggest an 
explanation of the single expression 
above mentioned. 

I remain, yours truly, 
~ Norwich. J. K. 


—=>— 


Tue Irinerant CHARACTER OF 
toe American. Baptist Min- 
ISTRY. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Dear Stir, 

The following passage occurs in 
the Life of Wesley, by Mr. Wat- 
son, and it is referred to, with an 
expression of pleasure, in your re- 
cent review of that work. 

* Tn the number of their minis- 
ters, members, and congregations, 
(in the United States) the Baptists 
nearly equal the Methodists; and 
these two bodies, both itinerant in 
their labours, have left all the other 
religious denominations far behind.” 
P. 235. 

Can you, or one of your corres- 
pondents, favour your readers with 
a detail of the itinerant system, as 
practised by our American brethren. 

Such a statement will not only 
be grateful to those who are inte- 
rested in the welfare of the Baptist 
connexion in America; but it may 
suggest to the general SehslGation 
of our friends the propriety of adopt- 
ing a similar system throughout 


Bittain: 


Your's, &c, 


Truro. E. C. 


POETRY. 
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GOD’S FAITHFULNESS, 


‘hes can it be—that every child 
_ Of hapless man, of woman born, — 
Sust as the Jaurel palm is won, 


And can it be—that he-who te , 
The furrow’d ground, and sows the seeds 

Of kindliest sort, at harvest hour, | ee 
‘Shall fill his arms with noxious weed 


- Hath it from off his forehead torn? eke i es sah who 
ea can it be—that « everyswain Deceived ? — Earth’s creatur : eceive, 
- Whom anxious love hath robb'd of rest, | And earth be f lee, Bui Pei! 
| As the reward of al i? Lie chee seis Od ‘eiremee wees PORE. 
Grasps but i rete his breast ? ne — 


REVIEWS ann BRIEF NOTICES. 


Brief Memorials of William Hurn, late 
Minister of the Chapel,, Woodbridge ; 
formerly Vicar of Debenham, Suffolk, 
and Chaplain to the late Duchess Dow- 
ager of Chandos. By EstHER Cooke 
and ELLEN RowsE. pp. 335.—Long- 
man, 


MEMORIALS of eminent piety appear to 
us to tell so directly, and with so much 
force, on the interests of real religion, that 
no department of our critical superin- 
tendence is more weleome to ourselves, 
than to inspect their records, and recom- 
mend their perusal. Our readers are not 
entirely unacquainted with the late Mr. 
Hurn, but these ‘‘ Memorials” of him will 
have the effect of considerably enlarging 
their acquaintance, and raising their es- 
teem. He was admitted to what are 
ealled. “ Holy Orders,” in the Church of 
England,in 1781; and there is some rea- 
son to suppose that he officiated in the 
Christian ministry several years before his 
conversion. Alas! such is the course pur- 
sued in that church, in introducing per- 
sons to the ministry, that besides those 
who have made similar acknowledgments, 
to what an astounding amount would the 
number be increased, were all who thus 
become curates, vicars, rectors, bishops, 
and archbishops, to experience the Divine 
change. ‘* After he was illuminated,” 
Mr. H. applied himself, with inextinguish- 
able ardour and perseverance, to the 
duties of his office. He soon found, how- 
ever, that the regulations of his church 
bung upon the wheels of his pious zeal, 
and threatened to impede his usefulness ; 
and his determination to comply with the 
dictates of his conscience, and the calls 
of Providence, brought him into repeated 
collision with~ slumbering and envious 
neighbours, whose exaggerated represent- 
ations called forth, at length, into reluctant 
exercise, episcopal authority. With 


difficulties of this description, as well, 


as others, this man of God struggled, 


till the dissolution of his union with the 


Lstablished Church; extending through 


a period of forty years. It: was. not until 
he had arrived at the advanced age of 
sixty-eight that he practically became a 
Dissenter; but his judgment’ and con- 
duct, in relation to this event, have al- 
ready been presented to the Christian 
world ;. to. which Narrative, for further 
information on this point, the reader must 
be referred. He afterwards accepted: 
an invitation to preach to a congregation’ 
in Woodbridge; where he appears to. 
have laboured with much acceptance and 
success, somewhat more than seven years., 
This venerable and. devoted servant of 
Jesus Christ fell asleep in him, October 
9, 1829, in the seventy-fifth year of his: 
age, and the forty-eighth of his ministry. 
Two pious nieces, who were long domes- 
ticated with their revered uncle, have 
prepared and published this volume, and 
purpose, should any. profits arise from its- 
sale, to contribute them to the London 
and Baptist Missionary Societies. Per- 
haps some may be of _ ae the 
work might have been advantageously. 
abridged ; be that as it may, we con- 
gratulate these Christian females on the 
affectionate and ample testimony they 
have been thus enabled to give to the 
moral worth, the spiritual eminence, and: 
the ministerial usefulness of their de- 
parted relative ; and sincerely hope that 
their labour, which, we doubt not, was. _ 
mournfully pleasant to themselves, may 
‘be abundantly rewarded by the nature 
and extent of its influence. 

_As we are anxious that this work should - 
receive enlarged attention, did we know 
what extract would be most likely to pro- - 
mote its circulaticn, it should be inserted ; 
but, in the absence of this knowledge, we 
give entire the following letter, written in 
1810, to a young man going to the Uni- 
versity, in prospect of entering upon the 
work of the ministry. 


‘Since the last summer, when I was 
informed that you intended going into the 
ministry, I have felt a degree of interest and. 
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concern ‘respecting you, which has prompted 
me to write to you on the subject. The de- 
termination you have made is, I hope, of the 
Lord, and that you have viewed the matter 
on all sides, and are actuated by the best 
motives. What I mean by the best motives 
is, that you are influenced by compassion for 
the souls of your fellow-creatures, and that 
you desire to consecrate your talents and 
strength to the Redeemer’s service, in labour- 
ing to bring them, through his grace, to the 
obedience of the Gospel. There is great 
want of faithful ministers; thousands are 
perishing for lack of knowledge; and you 

may conceive the Lord asking, in his pro- 
vidence, Who will go to warn them of their 
danger, and to proclaim to them the glad 
tidings of my salvation? If you cam an- 
swer as the prophet did, with humble de- 
votedness of heart, ‘ Here am I, send me;’ 
then go, and the Lord make your way pros- 
perous, and give you abundant success, 
But to be in the ministry, and not to preach 
Christ, nor to love the souls which he has 
purchased with his blood, is, I conceive one 


of the most deplorable and dishonourable | 


conditions a man can bein. And permit me 
also to remark, that if you preach Christ, 
you will have to encounter the opposition of 
that world which crucified him. Neither 
your learning, nor your labours of love, nor 
your good conduct, will exempt you -alto- 
gether from this cross. Ido not make the 
obsérvation to discourage you; but because 
our Lord acted in this manner with his dis- 
ciples, and admonished them to count the 
cost, for ‘no man having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God.’ Luke ix. 62. I commend 
your endeayours to improve the present op- 
portunities by a diligent application td the 
languages and to science; it may be useful 
in strengthening and preparing the mind for 
more important exertions, and may make 
your way more easy among some classes ; 
but never forget, my dear’ friend, that this 
very learning would prove ruinous, should 
you make it your chief aim, and should it 
seduce you into a vain and self-important 
spirit. Read with care the first three chap- 
ters of 1 Corinthians ; they may enable you 
to form a proper estimate: of what are called 
honours at Universities, and to guard against 
the danger. The honour we receive from 
man will not hurt us, if we are not lifted up 
thereby above our brethren, ‘but reflect it 
from ourselves to the Source of all excel- 
Jency. Our Lord has taught us, that we 


cannot be believers while we ‘receive | 


alent ae seek ‘not that 
ch cometh from God Say: John 
rhe ort ned ad 


pod aed of this Jittle work 


J astteas 


Reviews and Brief Notices. 


learning for a minister is, a thorough and 
solid acquaintance with those precious oracles 


| of truth which he is constantly to preach and 


expound to the people. To enter upon the 
work of the ministry without some prepara- 
tion of this kind, would be like attempting 
to sail round the world without chart or com- 
pass, or a knowledge of navigation. I would, 
therefore, advise you to devote a part of your 
time, daily, to these sacred records; and I 
cannot do if better than in the language of 
Scripture itself: ‘Let the word’ of Christ 
dwell in you richly,’ and ‘let his testimonies 
be your delight and your counsellors.’ Col. 
ili. 16; Psalm cxix. 24. 

*¢ When you go to College, which I under- 
stand is to be in the spring, you will there - 
find yourself in the midst of new scenes, and 
exposed to new difficulties, trials, and dan- 
gers; so that. you will, yourself, stand. in 
constant need of this infallible guide for your 
direction and defence, that you may at last 
say; with that happy king, ‘ by the word of 
thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the 
destroyer.” Psalm xvii-i 4. - Several other 
important considerations might be noticed, 
but. I perceive that I am drawing to the end 
of the third page, and must, therefore, take. 
my leave. —W. Hurn.” p. 208, 


——— 


Counsels for the Communion Table, &c.&c. 
By JoHN Morison, D. ‘D.— Westley 
and Davis. 


A VERY evangelical, pointed, pungent,. 
affectionate address, to pious persons who 
neglect uniting themselyes to a church of 
Christ, and observing the Lord's: Supper 5, 
and well adapted to induce them to take 
those subjects into serious consideration. 
Almost half the volume consists of an Ap- 
pendix from the writings of Dr. Mason, 


Dr. Owen, Dr. Lightfoot, Duhon Sumner, 
and others, 5 


i oe 


Historical. Ziel illustrative of the 
Scriptures ; for the Instructive Amuse- 


ment of Young Persons.—N pend Ber- 
ners-street, 


tr would afiaed ‘us- pias: if. 
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Objections to the Church of England Cate- 
chism, as a Sehool Book ; or Manual of 
Elementary Christian Instruction, par- 
ticularly in the ewisting circumstances of 
the Church: in Four Letters to a Lady 
By a PresByter of the Church in 
England. pp. 67.—Highham, 

Iris highly instructive and admonitory 

to observe, how frequently an ill-judged 

pertinacity has wrought the ruin of the 
system it was intended to uphold. We 
dare not, indeed, thank those clerical 
friends whose zeal for the forms of the 
national church induced them to elevate 
its sectarian catechism into a term of 
communion in a “ proprietary school ;” 
‘but we tender our most cordial thanks to 
the author of these sensible and pungent 
letters, which, however, but for the in- 
stance of uncandid requirement alluded 
to, itis highly probable would not have 
been written. How far the party ad- 
dressed, or the persons who occasioned 
this publication, have received advantage 
by its perspicuous statements, and power- 
ful appeals, we may be unable to ascer- 
tain; but, that these “ objections to the 
Church of England Catechism” admit of 
no satisfactory reply, we have the most 
complete and abiding conviction; and 
though the writer, for reasons which, to 
kim, no doubt, appeared to be sufficient, 
has thought proper to conceal himself, it 
shall be no fault of ours if his valuable 
pamphlet attain not to an extent of circu- 
lation equal to the importance of its sub- 
ject, and which may encourage him to 
perform, with no less ability, those other 
services for the Christian community to- 
wards which a passage in his advertise- 
ment has conducted our anticipation. 

Our author commences by adverting ge- 

nerally to the formularies of the Church 

of England; concerning which he says,— 
«They are formed, in fact, on the mon- 
strous principle of legislating with a sweep 
of the pen, for entire ‘uniformity-of religious 
profession among intelligent millions—and 
that, whether the greater portion ‘be at all 
seriously disposed to imbibe any deliberate 
opinion on religious matters or not.” —“ The 
dited confessions and services of- the | 

a lished Church (he adds), are, in most | 

parts, semi-popish; and while the intellect of 


the country has received an impulse of, ex- 
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bound as in fetters of iron to the decisions 
of a haughty female Tudor ; or of the courtly 
bishops that surrounded the last and worst 
Charles. One every where feels the men of 
power and of no religion, overruling the men 
of weak religion, and compromising the 
reformation. The writer feels prepared to 
vindicate every allegation thus made, but his 
more immediate attention has been, by per- 
sonal circumstances, directed to the Jirst of 
the church formularics above-named.” p: 4. 


In the first letter, which is professedly 
introductgyy, the author says,— 


‘While other objections to the church 
catechism appear to me of great moment this 
weighs with me more than all others, in. 
rejecting it as a book of elementary Chris- 
tian instruction, the manner in which it 
overlooks the important station of the Chris- 
tian parent in the business of education; and 
would substitute a novel and incompetent 
intruder (I mean the sponsor, male or female, 
of the catechism) in that parent’s place: this 
is the muclens of its-strange, its anomalous 
system.” p. 10. 


The conclusion of this letter states dis- 
tinctly the objections whose consideration 
is to occupy the succeeding letters; which 
amount to five, and are as follows :— 


sits ld FS dangerous ambiguities on points of 
great moment to our salvation. 2. Its su- 
perstitious and unscriptural estimate of the 
nature and value of the outward sacraments. 
3. Its formal recognition and approval of @ 
proxy religion, and of rash and impracticable 
vows in religion. 4. Its perplexing self- 
contradictions. 5. Its gross -deficiences,” 
p- 14. 

It must, indeed, be confessed, that these 
objections involve grave charges against 
that initiatory manual, from which mil- 
lions of the British empire are continually 
receiving their earliest views, and their. 
first impressions of the Christian religion. 
And, just for this reason, which, to our- 
selves, appears to be of incalculable im- 
portance, are we earnestly desirous that 
these admirable letters should. be in the 
hands of all:. but especially of ‘those 
whom Providence has constituted the 
natural guardians of beings destined to 
immortality. 

- The second letter ably animadverts on 
the answers given to the second, third, and 
fourth questions in the catechism: of 


pansion in every other direction, here nA it | which the first relates to the sai than 


Voi. VII, 3d Series. 
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farcical affair of sponsorial engagements. 
In his interpretation of the language of 
the catechism, the author quotes some of 
the highest, most approved, and unobjec- 
tionable authorities. Thus as to spon- 
sors :— 


“ Hooker explains the name of the spon- 
sors here introduced as meaning ‘ fathers and 
mothers in God!’ Archbishop Wake calls them, 
‘spiritual parents,’ and gives it as a reason 
why natural parents ‘ may not be sponsors 
for their own children,’ that ‘ as by baptism 
we are born again—so we should derive this 
new and spiritual birth from other parents 
than those from whom we receive our na- 
tural.” p. 18. 


In adverting to that part of the answer, 
to the second question, which says, 
“ Wherein I was made a member of Christ, 
a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven;” it is forcibly  re- 
marked,— 


“ This and similar portions of the cate- 
chism are held by the majority of the clergy 
to teach the doctrine of an actual regenera- 
tion by baptism; and thus it has become 
a main pillar of schism-im the Church of 
England.”—‘ It is the doctrine of our 
church, (says the late Bishop of Winchester, ) 
that baptism duly administered confers jus- 
tification on its subjects.—The original guilt 
which they brought into the world is mtys- 
tically wiped away, and they receive for- 
giveness of the actual sins they may have 
themselves committed, they become recon- 
ciled to God, partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and heirs of eternal happiness.’” p. 19, 


It is admitted that M. Biddulph and 
others acknowledge, that the doctrine of 
the prelate is “FULL OF DANGER TO 
THE SOULS OF MEN,” and they contend, 
that such a view of “ baptismal regene- 
ration, is not the doctrine of the Church 
of England.” But we perfectly agree 
with our author, who, after some most 
pertinent observations on this pvint, 
says,— 


. “Here is either an ambiguity, altogether 
hopeless for young and plain minds to at- 
tempt to-remove, or these most important 


spiritual (and impossible) blessings are at-— 


tributed by this formulary, to the physical 
act and ceremony of baptism. The scrip- 
turally wrong-are the ecclesiastically right, 


all plain men, unéonnected with the church, 
being judges.” pe@le © 


gation of the child to believe, seems 
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On the answer to the third question, 
“ What did your godfathers and godmo- 
thers then for you?” The reasoning is 
most cogent and impressive. The in- 
effable absurdity of the engagements, the 
utterim possibility oftheiraccomplishment, 
and the almost universal indifference with 
which they are treated, are much more 
strikingly represented than we recollect to 
have ever previously seen. Well, indeed, 
is it said,— 


“Regarding the ‘vows’ made in detail, 
never, on another occasion, surely, shall we 
find a human being, parent or not, entering 
advisedly and honestly, into such a series of 
engagements for another.” p. 26. 


Reluctantly passing over much that we 
would gladly transcribe, we shall present 
our readers with the last paragraph, on 
this part of the subject. 


“If respecting the presumptuous cha- 
racter of these sponsorial vows, our statement 
is thought strong, let the commentator who 
may be favourable to them, inform us why 
even a simple promise has not been thought 
sufficiently binding by the church, either on 
the sponsors or the child? But the former 
are to ‘promise and vow’ what it is demon- 
strable (as far as human character is ever in 
this life demonstrable) they cannot expect to 
see performed. ‘ A yow,’ says our standard 
lexicographer, ‘ is a promise made to a Di- 
vine power.’ It involves, therefore, an im- 
mediate appeal to the heart-searching God 
for the truth and seriousness of our inte: 
tions. These vows are offered in Divme 
worship; they can differ nothing, as it seems 
to us, from the most solemn oath. If they 
do, let the casuists of the church say in what, 


for synonymous with ‘ a vow unto jGod,’ is, 


in Scripture, the comprehensive phrase, 

© swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond,’ . 
(see Numb. xxx. 2); and ‘ because of’ such 
‘swearing,’ as we believe, such vows, lightly 
entered into, ordinarily, and impossible to be 
fulfilled, * the land mourneth.’” p. 31. 


The close of this letter is employed in 
pointing out the manifest impropriety of 
the answer put into the child’s mouth to 


‘the fourth question: ‘ Dost thou think 


that thou art bound to believe, and to do as 
they have promised for thee 2” 


2 “ By the terms of this question, th 
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the very objects to be kept primarily in view 


—the faith of the Gospel and its evidences? | 


No human being, we contend, not even a 
parent can shew a right thus to bind 
a child to his own conclusions on these 
topics. The latter, doubtless, is bound to 
believe all that the parent or any other 
human instructor or friend has. believed of 
God's holy truth; but never because either 
that parent, or instructor, has believed it, 
or may have undertaken that he shall. 
This is, therefore, to substitute a dark and 
unfounded authority over the child’s mind 
for the bright and inviting light of evidence; 
and the ‘ Yes, verily’ of the answer, can 
express no possible conviction of his mind, 
unless he haye arrived at a belief of the 
truth of the Gospel from very different 
sources to any which are here supplied.” 
p- 31. 


In this close, serious, and energetic 
manner, the subject of proxy engagement 
is pursued through all its tortuosities. 
A part of the last paragraph in this letter 
_ must not be omitted, 


‘ The superstitions of the Romish church, 
so deeply rooted for ages in the whole soil 
of Christendom, have left traces of a delusion 
of this kind amongst various Protestant sects 
(though in none so rife and so unchecked, 
as in the Church of England): wherever it 
prevails, of course, it exalts the priest or 
administrator of the ceremony, and by so 
muchit debases—it derationalizes the subject, 
the man, most deeply concerned (as far as 
men and women are concerned in these cere- 
mé@nies), but it is one of the worst and most 
entirely unscriptural delusions ever practised 
by any priests on any people.” p. 37. 

Letter the third, subjects to close ex- 
amination the answers to the fifth, sixth, 
seventh, and thirteenth questions in the 
catechism. Among other judicious ob- 
servations on the Creed, the author re 
marks — $ 

“ To,call a conraposition of this kind the 
Apostles’, or even emphatically the creed, 
the articles of a Christian’s belief, which omits 
all the chief doctrines the apostles preached, 
and to which a guilty world have to look for 
acceptance and peace with God, as well as all 
the great motives to Christian conduct, has, 
to us, always appeared one of the most ex- 
traordinary tributes of ignorance, or neglect 

of God’s word, to an ecclesiastical system, and 


the religion of our forefathers, that modern | 


_times can furnish,” 


Again, on the clause, “ Suffered under 
/ 


\ 


* 


19 
Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into heli: it is 


observed ,— 


“ Of these five facts, four were probably 
as true of the malefactors who suffered with 
our Lord, as of that adorable Sufferer himself 
—and the last, in the usual acceptation of the 
terms (of which more anon) is clearly more 
applicable to the impenitent thief than to any 
other party. How different the language of 
a real AvostLE’s CrrEp on these points; 
although incidentally, as it were, occurring 
at the end of a long letter. I delivered unto 
you first of ail that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins, according 
to the Scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and that he was seen 
of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that 
he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once; of whom the greater part are fallen 
asleep. After that he was seen of James, 
then of all the apostles. And, last of all, he 
was seen of me also, as of one born out of 
due time: here both the necessity and the 
fact of a real atonement for‘ our sins’ in the 
Saviour’s death, is ‘ first of all,’ and most 
clearly brought out. It is ‘the Gospel’ the 
apostles preached ; and what the first Chris- 
tians received—so as to keep in. ‘ memory’— 
and in which they stood (see the earlier verses 
of 1 Cor. xv.): while the evidences of our 
Lord’s resurrection, to the amount of upwards 
of five hundred unimpeachable testimonies, 
are placed before us with equal brevity, bold- 
ness, and felicity. How refreshing ‘the con- 
templation of such a passage in ihe. midst of 
our unsatisfactory examination,” p. 89. 


Other claims upon our space will not 
allow us the pleasure of following the 
writer in his appropriate strictures on the 
deficiency of instruction in this formulary, 
in relation to the decalogue and the 
Lord’s Prayer; but, if the reader will 
accept our counsel, and peruse these 
letters for himself, we are of opinion that 
he will be rather surprised at the brevity, 
than at the length of our extracts, 

The fourth, and last letter in this spirit- 
stirring pamphlet, is entitled, “ Exposition 
of the Sacraments 3” in which both words» 
and things are so obviously measured 
and weighed by the standard of truth, and 
according to the privciples of the soundest 


‘reason, that, if it should. attain toa circu- 


lation as extensive as we “earnestly. desire, 

we are utterly unable to conceive how any 

person whose conscience is accessible to — 
D2 
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the influence of its individual responsi- 
bility, can ever, in future, whether offi- 
cially or otherwise, tamper with the eter- 
nal interests of the young, by adopting 
as their initiatory to religious knowledge 
and belief, a formulary so clearly de- 
monstrated to be grossly deficient, pal- 
pably absurd, and_ vitally 
We are conscivus that we have expressed 
ourselves strovgly, but whether too much 
so for the occasion, let our final extract 
from these powerfully written pages de- 
termine. The answer to the fifteenth 
question in the catechism, “ What meanest 
thou by this word sacrament?” is, “ I 
mean an outward and visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace given unto us, 
ordained by Christ himself, as a means 
whereby we receive the same, and a pledge 
to assure us- thereof.” On which our 
author proceeds thus :— 


erroneous. 


~ Of all the attempted definitions of im- 
portant religious terms, with which no idle 
investigation of them for thirty years has 
made us acquainted, this, on the best con- 
sideration we are able to bestow, appears the 
most perplexing and ambiguous. As far as 
we comprehend its purport, the first clause 
of this answer is a virtual contradiction of 
the answer to the next question. From this 
@lause we should understand that a sacra- 
ment was simply the outward and visible 
sign, not necessarily and always accompanied 
by inward and spiritual grace: and thus we 


know numbers of the clergy and other divines: 
‘to understand it, 


In that answer (to the 
sixteenth question of the catechism), a sacra- 
ment is said to consist of ‘two’ parts 
—the ‘ outward and visible sign’ and ‘ the 
inward-and spiritual grace.’ 

‘¢ But what is to be made of the collocation 
of phrases and ideas following, asdesigned for 
a child's ‘ instruction?’ ‘ An outward and 
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace 
given unto us.’ What is-here said to be 
given unto us, the grace, or the sign of the 


~grace? Either may be understood; both 


have been: for either may be correctly taken 
as the nominative of the verb; and (boasting 
no extensive theological library): we are in 
possession of copies of: the catechism, pointed 
both ways. The confusion thus introduced, 


extends of course to the clauses following, | 
and what is said to be ordained by Christ | 


which he has so acest t 
| In short, such is our 


‘himself, as a means, &c. as well as what is 
* received,’ become ‘equivocal, and gramma- 


~ tically 3 refer to the same double antecedent. ~ 
‘ eat pcan az Silt bs 


troversy. 
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be meant by ‘a means whereby we receive 
the inward and spiritual grace: no wit of 
man certainly can pronounce whether the 
Church intends that these are always effectual 
means or not. It appears a stronger clause 
than the first; and the majority of the clergy, 
therefore, do, in effect,seem to say consistently, 
—Well, then, the grace must be received. 
And.so of the phrase ‘a pledge to assure us 
thereof,’ that is, (we suppose, ) of the inward 
grace. A real and honest pledge in word or 
deed, should make the matter undertaken or 
engaged for certain. Does this pledge? our 
evangelical clergy—(better biblicists than 
cHurchmen here, we are happy to say,) reply, 
No. It may or may not be. The other and 
larger portion of the clergy, say, Yes. The 
spiritual grace is not only signified, but’ 
‘conveyed by these signs:’ (Archbishop 
Wake). And such is the amount of unity. 
and ‘concert’ secured ‘by subscription to 
these formularies.” p. 52. ~ 


In concluding this article, we deem it 
but just to the author, and to our readers, 
candidly to state that, on this most objec- 
tionable epitome of national religion, we 
do not remember to have seen any pub- 
lication which appears,.to us, so perfecily 
adapted to meet the greatly neglected 
requirements of the case as that to which 
we have now attended. The work is 
evidently the result of matured consider- 
ation and careful research; and we are 
much gratitied in being enabled to add,, 
that the style and temper of the writer 
are such, as may be safely commended 
to the imitation of any who may find it 
indispensable to employ the pen of con- 
Though, up to the moment in: 
which we are now writing, we possess no 
knowledge of the author of this produc- 
tion, apart from the work now before us,. 
yet we did. not proceed far, in an atten- 
tive perusal of it, before we perceived 
what we considered to be internal evi- 
dence of its having been written by a 
member of our own denomination ; and. 
this impression, which was deepened as we 
advanced, has been confirmed by our sub- 
sequent inquiries. We trust, he will not: 
consider himself to be dinpacaged by our _ 
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excellent pamphlet to be useful in various 
and extensive sections of the Christian | 
church, that we cannot help urging it | 
upon our readers, to consider, that, to a 
certain degree, at least, it now remains | 
with them to determine the patronage it 
shall receive, and the publicity it shall 
acquire. 


*.* Just after writing the above, a tract 
was put into our hands entitléd, ‘* A Letter 
addressed to the Bishop of Salisbury, by Wil- | 
ham Tiptaft, containing various reasons why 
he resigns his living, and cannot continue a 
minister of the Church of England.”’ This 
letter is dated, “ Sutton Courtney Vicarage, 
November 10, 1831.”" The reasons referred 
to in the title page are fourteen. We tran- 
seribe the third: ‘‘ Thirdly, I object to the 
catechism, as being grounded upon the Bap- 
tismal service, especially to the second, third, 
and fourth answers; consequently I cannot 
teach it, nor even sanction it, in the Sunday 
schools in my parish.” Whereunto will this 
grow? 

—=—— 


Englands Crisis, and her Safeguard. 
Hints to Britons; By a PaTRIOT. 
—London: Holdsworth and Bail. 


WE have no objection to meet one of our 
respected currespondents in a_ political 
dress, nor in the character of a patriotic, 
polemic, because he appears under a 
banner on which is visibly inscribed, pro 
patria, pro Christo: for Christ and. my 


_ country. 


On that subject which at present absorbs 
almost every one’s attention, and which 
has acted as a ¢est in discovering true- 
hearted Britons, the writer thus expresses 
himself :— 


‘¢ Many pressing difficulties rest upon us as 

a nation at present, which, however, under 
the direction of a Patrior Kine, and a 
ministry in which the people fully confide, we 
may confidently anticipate will be as speedily 
removed as we can rationally expect. It is 
a very serious grievance that His Majesty’ 8 
government is opposed by very. many in both 
houses of parliament. A divided aristocracy 
in our senate-house, under any circumstances, 
is sufficiently painful; but at present more 
than ordinarily calamitous. Whether at any 
me it is politically wise in kings to put | 
heir subjects in possession of their private 
"opinions, may, with some perhaps, admit of a 
question. But Britain is in possession of 
the mind of her king; bs mere the excep- 


England’s Crisis. 
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!tion of two or three, the whole bench of 


bishops, and a large number of temporal 
lords, have hurled defiance at the known 
wish of their king and his ministry! It may 
be almost a doubt, if the lower house of par- 
liament determine on their political regenera- 
tion, whether the upper house have more 
than the right that mere courtesy concedes 
to interfere in such movements. But the 
first mover in the house of lords on the 
reform bill puts forth a motion which di- 
rectly insults the whole commons of Eng- 
land. 
bill for reforming the constituency of the 
nation should have its claims, at least, pa~ 
tiently heard in a committee, even this cour- 
tesy is refused toto ceelo. 

“That his majesty’s government should 
have been thwarted in this measure, at a 


| time, also, when the nation so-imperatively 


called for a reform, and so anxiously antici- 
pated the consummation of their desires, is 
still more to be deplored. I am not at all cer- 
tain that the operation of the reform bill 
would have benefited the nation to the full 
extent that millions imagine—some of its 
provisions may yet need careful revision; 
yet, as a whole, it was undoubtedly one of 
the most magnificent measures ever con- 
templated by a British house of commons. 
We might have hoped that, in a measure so 
purely political, the noble prelates (who, in 
the character of ministers of Christ, if minis- 
ters of Christ truly they are, have a dignity 
thrown around them infinitely more illus- 
trious than the honours which invest them 
as statesmen) would have refrained from in- 
termeddling ; but their ecclesiastical dignity 
they have prostrated, in the sight of their 
king and the whole nation—their political 
dignity has perished. Why should our eccle- 
siastical rulers have, with infinite hardihood 
and daring, ventured on rendering their 
official character neutral, if not even odious, 
by this oblique political movement ? 

“The lower classes of a nation may be 
unreasonable in their demands; but the pe- 
titioners for a reform in parliament were the 
wealthy, the honourable, of the whole nation. 


If common courtesy demand that the , 


A minority of high and estimable charaeter 


went not into this measure; but this mi- 
nority was comparatively small indeed. The 
tens of thousands and millions of the nation 
had, and yet have, their hearts in the cause. 
Most indecorous, then, truly was it, to de- 
spise a prayer which more than sixteen 
millions of Britons presented, and which 
‘their king and his ministers had listened to 
with feelings of lively interest! Surely-we 


\ 


may be permitted to ask—If a small portion ° 


of the aristocracy, supported. by the arch- 
bishops and bishops of this realm,’ do these 
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things in the green tree, what will they do in 
the ‘dry? Surely those spiritual champions 
of political corruption should have remem- 
bered how deeply the church strikes its roots 
into the revenue, and how ill, therefore, it 
became them to aid in shouldering out the 
bill. If our liberties were left in such cus- 
tody, how brief would be our transition to an 
annihilation of our rights, civil and sacred, 
and an entrance into all the felicities of feudal 
slavery !” 

After enumerating other sources of na- 
tional affliction, and causes for apprehend 
ing the Divine judgments, he says,— 

“ United prayer will achieve wonders. 
You know the condescension of a gracious 
God .to the prayers of Abraham, when he 
pleaded for Sodom and the cities of the plain. 
You remember the success of Nineveh and 
her king when they were humbled before 
God. And he is still ready to hear and 
answer prayer. And surely, as a nation, 
we have great room for humiliation before 
him. When you reflect on the violation of 
the sabbath—on the lying, swearing, dis- 
honesty, uncleanness, and general profane- 
ness, which openly and awfully prevail; then 
you must be aware that_our sins embarrass 
our rulers, and blight our hopes of prosperity. 
Why is God so long-suffering and gracious, 
but to give us space for repentance? Why 
is Jesus Christ yet on a throne of mercy, but 
to invite our continued supplications 2? Much, 
very much indeed, is in our hands; we are, 
in a great measure, to arrest the progress of 
all the calamities which threatens us, by our 
fervent and continued prayers. I regard it 
as a.token for good, that our government has 
\ recognised this principle’ by the appointment 
of a form of prayer for this. special occasion. 
But whether bound or otherwise, as to a 
form of words, let us press upon the king- 
dom of heaven by holy violence, and the vio- 
lent shall take it by force.” 


The following remarks are in character 
ina disciple of Him who went about doing 
good :— 

“This is especially the time for the rich 
to abound in works of benevolence. I-do 

_not primarily intend, by this remark, the 
benevolence which consists in aimsgiving ; 
but the benevolence displayed in employing 
capital on which the wealthy might retire, 
in finding employment for the labouring poor. 
In many instances, the labour might be com- 
paratively unproductive to him who furnish- 
ed it: but if it were not destructive of pro- 
perty, where gain is not necessary, 
ought to suffice. A large number of indi- 
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accumulate property. To retain the portion 
they already possess, is to live in the midst 
of affluence. Such individuals would do well 
to ask how many they could rescue from idle- 
ness, and consequently preserve from want, 
and from the commission of innumerablé 
crimes.” 

“We hope our ministers, and other 
brethren in office, will regard the follow- 
ing recommendation : 


“ United special prayer-meetings are at 
this time very important. May I advise that 
where two or three ministers of the Gospel 
are near each other, an hour and a half spent 
in prayer together once a week, would be of 
great avail at this time. Its immediate in- 
fluence would be an increase ot holy love in 
the ministers themselves, And if of different 
denominations, it would awaken every kindly. 
feeling towards each other. Their minds 
would, when in public services, be more 


drawn towards the condition of the poer. 
Sympathy and compassion would be awaken- 
ed, and their respective congregations would 
participate in their feelings. Justly may the 
ministers of Christ doubt whether their hear- 
ers will ever be properly aroused to benevolent 
labours, till they do see their spiritual guides 
taking the lead in every good word and work. 

‘¢And why should not the members of our 
respective churches unite in prayer together, 
especially in reference to our present situation 
as anation? Is it toomuch to expect that 
a people professing faith in God; should give 
an hour in a week to extraordinary prayer, 
when extraordinary dangers threaten? Why 
should the world consume all our energies’? 
And if otherwise, we labour in works of a 
benevolent character, will not our labours be 

paralysed, if not sustained by ardent and 

united prayer? Willit not betray a want of 
piety, if prompt in other services, and appa- 
rently indifferent in this? And now, I pray 
you, beseech God that he will be gracious 
unto us;—‘ I smote you with blasting, and — 
with mildew, and with hail, in all the labour 
ofyour hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith 
the Lord:’—‘Prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven. and pour you out - 
u blessing that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it. © Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another; and the 
/ Lord hearkened and heard its and a book 
of remembrance was written befane him for 
them that feared the Lord, and. te tho 
upon his name.? 

me Allow me, my Christian Ee 
urgent on this head ; if we can ste 


Review.—Jones’s Ecclesiastical History. 


our means; if the blessing of heaven may de- | 
scend on our guilty land in answer to our | 
prayers; oh! what a felicity to ourselves, | 
what a triumph to true piety, what a bless- | 
ing to souls, what an honour to the Son of | 
God !—Awake, awake, O Zion! put on thy | 
strength.” 

This common-sense pamphlet concludes | 
with some very evangelical exhortations : 
it is a seasonable publication. 


—— 


Ecclesiastical History ;~ or, a Course of 
Lectures delivered at Founders Halt, 
Lothbury, London. By WiLtiam 
JONES, M.A., Author of Lectures 
on the Apocalypse,” &c. Vol. 1.—Lon- 
don: Holdsworth and Ball. 

Ir may perhaps be said, after reading the 

title of the work before us, “ What ne- 

cessity was there for another history of 
the Church? Have we not Dupin’s, and 

Moshiem’s, and Milner’s, with the notes 

and continuations of their learned trans- 

lators and successors?” We certainly 
have; and if by Ecclesiastical History be 
intended the history of national, endowed, 
and established churches, or of the cor- 
rupt hierarchies by which they have been 
generally, if not always, governed, these 
may be quite sufficient; butif the subject 
be what is intended by the Church of 

Christ, in the most strict and literal import 

of that phrase, then we apprehend there 

was, notwithstanding the works of those 
voluminous writers, a most affecting va- 
cuum to be supplied in the history of THE 

Church. It wasnot possible that Dupin, 

a Roman Catholic, who believed the su- 

premacy of the Pope, could describe the 

nature of Christ’s kingdom, or the spi- 
rituality of its laws. It was not probable 
that Moshiem, who, though a Lutheran, 
yet considered the Roman ‘Catholic body 
as the true though corrupted church, 
would be able to appreciate the spirit 
and principles of the genuine followers 
of the Saviour, or to discriminate the 
features of true Christians ; and hence, we 
always, in perusing his work, read his ac- 
counts of ‘* Heresies ” and “ Heretics,” as. 
being most likely the records of THE 

Church. And even Milner’s History of 

the Church is not free from blemishes of 

the same kind ; and; most likely, would 
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have partook more of his partialities for an 
established national church, had he lived 
to bring it down to a later period. In ad- 
dition to a correct, knowledge of general 
history, and of extensive ecclesiastical 
research, and of an honest mind to pre- 
sent facts as they existed, it demands that 
a writer on this‘ subject should well un- 
derstand the nature of the kingdom of 
Christ, as stated in the New Testament ; 
and be resolved to bring all his facts to 
be decided by- that infallible test! No 
man, we venture to assert, who does not 
fully believe the sole headship of Christ 
in his church; the perfection of the New 
Testament alone for all the ends of doc- 


trine and discipline ; and the inalienable . 


right of private judgment among the 
professed followers of the Saviour, has the 
essential qualifications for writing the 
history of THE CHURCH OF CHRIST3 
and, without any design to flatter Mr. 
Jones, we consider him, in those respects, 


eminently qualified for the task, which the _ 


contents of this respectable volume prove 
he has satisfactor:ly executed. 

There-is a Preliminary Discourse, con- 
sisting of three sections,—1. A View of the 
Character of Christ the Saviour of the 
World,—2. The State of the Gentile 
World at the time of the Messiah’s ap- 
pearance.—3. The State of the Jewish 
Nation at the time of the birth of Christ. 
Tt is sufficient to say, without selecting 
extracts, which might easily be done, that 
the reader will find much in each of these 
sections, to elucidate the reference in the 
New Testament to the existing state of 
things, in regard to the effects produced 
by idolatry among the Gentile nations ; 
and also to the various sects of religionists 
among the Jews when Christ appeared 
‘Cas arefiner’s fire and fuller’s soap,” to 
reform the abuses and remove the corrup- 
tions ‘which had crept into the church, 
in consequence of their having made void 
the commandments of God, by observing 
the traditions of men. In the first lec- 
ture, Mr. J. correctly remarks, that he 
considers “the Book of the Acts of the 
Apostlesas a perfect specimen and example 
of what a history of the Christian Church 
ought to be.” 


® 


He gives a brief review of | 
this book, considering it “as an epitome. 
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of ecclesiastical history.” We select the 
following as a specimen of his sentiments, 
and of the principles which pervade the 
whole work.— 
“The second chapter contains an account 
of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the day 
of pentecost, in which was fulfilled, as the 
historian tells us, a memorable prophecy 
which had been delivered by Joel eight hun- 
dred years before. “We then have the sub- 
“stance of a sermon preached by the Apostle 
Peter to a multitude of unbelieving Jews, 
“most of whom had been accessary to putting 
the Son of God to a shameful and ignominous 
death, and so powerful was the appeal that, 
through Divine energy, about three thousand 
of them were converted to the faith, bap- 
tized into the name of Christ, and formed 
intoa Christian church.” 
The chapter closes with a particular 
specification of the ordinances of pub- 
lic worship, which, under apostolic direc- 
tion, and conformably to the will of the 
ascended Saviour, chap. i. 3, they statedly 
observed— 
“The doctrine of the teaching of the 
apostles — the fellowship or contribution 
for the relief of. the poor, &c. the com- 
memoration of the Lord’s death, here termed 
‘the breaking of bread,’ with the mo- 
tal and devotional exercises of prayer and 
praise, v. 41—47. And with this com- 
menced the Christian Church, or setting up 
of Christ’s kingdom in the world: that 
church or kingdom, whose history we intend, 
“ifthe Lord will, to trace from that period to 
the present, contemplating the stone cut out 
of the mountain without hands, gradually 
expanding its dimensions until it became a 
great mountain ; or, according to one of our 
Lord’s parables, ‘the grain of mustard seed,’ 

taking root in the earth, springing out of the 
ground, rising majestically into a tree, cast- 
sing forth its branches on every side, so that 
the birds of the air come and lodge under 
them.”—p. 67. 

It is impossible, from our contracted 
limits, that we can give even a syllabus 
of this volume: Mr. Jones has made a 
judicious selection of the fragments of 
history during the three first centuries, 
which illustrate the prevalence of Chris- 
tianity in the face of Pagan opposition; 
when its ‘purity and power were seen in 
the martyrdom of Ignatius, Polycarp, 
and others, who loved not. their lives 

1e death, The secularizing effects 
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Britain when Druidical superstition and, 
cruelty prevailed over its barbarous in- 
habitants, as well as the account of the 
period when the Gospel was introduced, 
will be read, we doubt not, with peculiar 
interest. The book wants a_ copious 
index, which we suppose will be supplied, 
when the author has completed his design, 
in another volume. 
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Church Reform: a Letter to his Grace 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. By A 
LAYMAN. pp. 68.— Effingham Wilson. 

TuIs pamphet is distinguished by a vein 

of pungent satire, We never read works 

of this description without being forcibly 
reminded of the words of an inspired 
teacher, and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way.” Ridicule may be exceed- 
ingly entertaining to a certain class of per- 
sons who witness its exhibition, and against 
whom its influence is not directed; but 
we consider its operation as a corrective 
of error, whether. voluntary or otherwise, 
extremely doubtful, and its agency to 
be such as can seldom be successfully em- 
ployed in the great affairs of religion. 

The author of this Letter to his Grace of 

Canterbury, brings inte his pages a con- 

siderable number of facts. which, regard- 

ing them, as we certainly do, as affecting 
distortions of the simplicity and spirit- 
uality of the primitive church, are much 
more adapted to induce a tear, than to 
excite a smile; and, whether such a re- 
presentation of them as ought to produce 
no other emotions than those of unmingled 
disapprobation, might not, to say nothing 
of the seriousness of the subject, be more 
effective than laboured attempts to write 
facetiously, we would suggest, generally, 
to those who deem it incumbent to expose 
the unscriptural nature and tendency of 
political church establishments, Let us 
not, however, be misunderstood, as though 
it were our design to withhold acknow- 
ledging the just claims of this writer to 
public attention ; 

Letter is certainly written with cons 

able ability, and contains very 

which should engage, and ; 
as a as pos ; 


on the contrary, his — 
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OBITUARY. 
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JAMES PAINE. 


On July 24, 1831, died Mr. James Paine, 
of Gamlingay, Cambridgeshire —a man 
whose usefulness and devotedness to God, 
rendered him highly respected by his re-| 
latives and pious friends; many of whom 
dropped the tear of genuine sorrow over | 
his grave, and all of whom will cherish bis 
memory with unfeigned fondness and 
affection. 

It was the “privilege of Mr. Paine to 
have pious parents, whose prayers were, 
no doubt, frequently and fervently pre- 
sented to God in behalf of their children; 
and with regard to the deceased, and se- 
veral others of their family, their suppli- 
eations were not in vain. The precise era 
of our friend’s conversion I have not ascer- 
tained; but it is certain that at an early 
age he sought the God of his father, and 
that he was early blessed of God. Owing, 
however, to. different circumstances,which 
it is needless to mention, it was long be- 
fore he ventured ‘to make a public pro- 
fession. It was not until March, 1805, 
that he became a member of the church at 
Gamlingay; and, in the same month, he 
was also chosen a deacon ; the duties of 
which office he discharged with a uni- 
form regard to the good of the society. 
At prayer and church meetings, as long 
as his health. would admit, he was a 
steady attendant; and, at the latter, his | 
conduct was such as. deserves to be re- 
corded. Though possessed of consider- 
able property and influence, he there be- 
haved with the meekness of wisdom. He 
never appeared like a man that was actu- 


ated by a-spirit of worldly ambition, and 
determined to make his wordsand opinions 
influence the minds of others. He was not 
one of those lorldly deacons who wish to 
have undue pre-eminence in the church ; 
but his conduct was always such. as. was 
calculated to give satisfaction to his pastor, 
and to every one of his brethren. Pru- 
dent, judicious, and affectionate, he was 
one of those valuable men to whom a mi- 
‘nister may look for comfort, and the in- 
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terest of Jesus for a friend. Nor was he 
concerned merely for the prosperity of the 
cause of Christ at Gamlingay, but was 
anxious that the savour of the knowledge 
ef the Redeemer should be made mani- 
fest in every place. He was deeply in- 
terested in the propagation of the Gospel 
throughout the world, and was most. cor- 
dial in affording his assistance to missivns. 


Asa husband and a father, the kind- , 


ness and tenderness of Mr. Paine were, 
exemplary. His affection for his bereaved 
partner and children increased with his 
days. About an hour before his death, 
observing a friend speaking to his.afflict- 
ed wife, he said, “ Don’t forget the dear 
woman.” 

More than two years ago he was visited 
with a serious and painful affliction, from 
which he never entirely recovered. But 


‘as his tribulation abounded, bis-consola- 


tion much more abounded. The grace of 
the Saviour, in whom he trusted, was 
sufficient for him. Of this the fellowing 


jaccount of his pastor’s interviews with 


him, extracted from the. funeral sermon, 
will afford ample proof. 

“ On the 4th of March,'1829, I visited 
him, and found him very happy. ‘I 
never supposed,’ he said, ‘ that 1 should 
feel reluctant to leave the world, and now 
T find I do not.’” 

‘On the 8th, which was Lord’s dayy:t 
saw him after the evening service. He 
had been very ill in the day, but was 
then something better. ‘© My mind,” he 
said, “is supported ; 1 do vot know what 
it is to have an alarming fear.” 

On the evening of the 9th, he was 
taken worse. It was quite supposed, 
both by himself and his family, that he 
was dying; but he was perfectly calm. 
At his request his son read and prayed ; 
and he then, for about half an hour, ad- 


dressed his children in a most faithful, 


-yet affectionate, manner, — 


On the 10th he was much better than - 


on the preceding evening. He expressed 
his gratitude to God for having enabled 


him, with a greater degree of. composure 
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and self-possession than he had expected, 
to speak to his family. ‘* 1 belicve,” he 
said, “it was a melting season to us all.” 
From this time Mr. Paine continued better, 
until the 23d, when he was again taken 
worse. In the morning he was inca- 
pable of conversation; but in the even- 
ing a little better. He was very happy, 
he said, “in meditating on the love of 
Christ, and on the superintending pro- 
vidence of God.” 

He could say, * Heream [, Lord, do 
with me as seemeth good in thy sight.” 
He told me that the two following pas- 
sages had been very much impressed on 
his mind: “ The eternal God is thy re- 
fuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms:” and, ** Let us fall now into the 
hands of the Lord, for his mercies are 
great.” 

On the 24th he was somewhat better 
than on the preceding day ; and was very 
happy, rejoicing in the unchangeable love 
of the Saviour, and saying with David, 
“Though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
for thou art with me, thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.” 

Early in the morning of the 25th he 
was taken worse. His pain was most ex- 
cruciating. “He hoped,” hesaid,“be should 
not murmur, bat should have patience to 
bear what the Lord might Jay upon 
him.” Isaw him about twelve o'clock : 
he was then very ill, but composure and 
resignation appeared in his very coun- 
tenance. 1 said, £ hoped he still found 
strength equal to his day? “Yes,” he 
replied, I trust I do; but I am not 
quite so comfortable as I have been.” 
“You do not mean,” I said, “ that you 
are distressed in mind!” ‘No;” he re- 
plied, “not at all; but Iam too weak 
and bewildered to collect my thoughts 
as I wish.” I saw him again in the even- 
ing; and, when leaving him, he request- 
ed an interest in the prayers of his friends, 
“for,” he added, “I feel that 1 need. it; 
my mind is so much bewildered.” 

On 1 the 26th he was. considerably re- 
vived. I reminded him that God could 
yet restore him to health. “Yes,” he 


replied, “he can; but I trust 1 feel an | 


| whole, I ne resigned. ty 


snes nce Li vt siesta h t 


. 
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| he had no alarming fear; for he knew 


in whom he had belived, and hoped that 
death was deprived of his sting. When 
Lleft him, I could not help saying to my- 
self, “ Happy is the man that is in such a 
case, yea, happy is that man whose God 
is the Lord.”’ 

On the 27th, Mr. Paine was better in 
health, and very comfortable in his mind. 
He said, “ The longer I live the more 
precious I feel the doctrines of grace, 
and especially the doctrine 
ment by the death of Christ. 
and him crucified, is the only found- 
ation of my hope. It is only when 
{ louk by faith to Him, that I can find 
any solid comfort.” On my saying to 


of atone- 
Christ, 


/him, that I hoped he could still hold fast 


his confidence? “Yes;” he replied, 
“the love of Christ to poor perishing 
sinners, has been so much impressed on 


my mind, during my affliction, that I j 


think it would be wrong to doubt.” -He 
then repeated, with peculiar emphasis, 
that delightful verse, which has cheered 
the mind of many a Christian under afflic- 
tion and in prospect of death :— 


“« His love in time past forbids me to think 
“ He “Il leave me at last in trouble to sink ; 
“* Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review, 


‘* Confirms his good pleasure to help me quite 


through.” 


He then referred to the last time but one 
he sat down with his Christian friends at 
the Lord’s table. He observed, “I then 
thought it might perhaps be the last 
time that I should commune with you ; 
and IT could not help looking forward 
with peculiar pleasure to heaven, when 
there would be no sin nor imperfection, 
no pain nor sorrow, to prevent the enjoy- 
ment of the Divine service.” 


When I Jeft him, he said he thought - 


he did not feel quite so willing to depart 
as he did a month before. His family 
seemed to cling more around his heart ; 
“but,” he added, “1 hope, upon the 
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in God. ‘Blessed is the man that 
maketh the Lord his trust,’ ” 

On the 10th of April, he was very 
weak, but very resigned and happy. He 
said his pain in the night had been very 
severe; as much as he knew how to bear; 
but he had reason to be thankful that, 
during the whole of his affliction, he had 
scarcely known what complaining was. 
And “ Why,” he asked, “should a living 
man complain, a man for the punishment 
of his sins ?” 

Thus was the subject of this short me- 
moir, during his painful and protracted 
affliction (for he was confined to his 
house about thirteen weeks), supported 
and comforted. 

During the last week of his life he was 
confined to his bed. He was not able to 
converse much; but he said enough to 
satisfy his friends respecting the state of 
his mind; and that the knew in whom 
he had believed. He went down to the 
brink of Jordan with calm and holy tri- 
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umph ; he stepped into the river with 
firm foot, and 

‘* Shuddered not to cross the stream, 

“* Venturing all his care on him; 

** Him whose dying love and power 

“* Still’d the tempest, hush’d its roar.” 

Asa proof of the holy serenity and con- 
fidence he enjoyed in his dying moments; 
when a friend said to him, a short time 
before his departure, “Your heart and 
your flesh fail you, but God, I hope, is the 
strength of your heart?” ‘ Yes,” he 
replied, “and he will be my portion 
for ever.” Thus, — é 
“* His God sustain’d him in the final hour, 

* His final hour brought glory to his God.” 


His remains were interred in the bury- 
ing-ground belonging to the meeting- 
house, Gamlingay, on Lord’s day, the 
3st of July, 1831; when a discourse was 
delivered, to a large and attentive au- 
ditory, from Heb. xii. 2: “ Looking unto 
Jesus ;” a text which the deceased him- 
self had selected. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE LATE REV. R. HALL. 
The following tribute to the character of 
this illustriousindividual,—extracted from 
the last number of the New Monthly Ma- 
gazine,—will, we doubt not, be gratifying 
to our readers :— : 
<¢ Feeble and brief as the narrow limits of 
our commentary necessarily compel us to be, 
we are unwilling to postpone any longer such 
insufficient tribute as circumstances permit us 
to pay to the memory of so much worth and 
piety as adorned the character and writings 
of Robert Hall, the late dissenting minister of 
Bristol. To the most able and accomplished 
clergy of. the church of England it was long 
an occasion of wonder, not unmingled with 
regret, that Hall was a dissenter. The mind, 
the attainments, and the language peculiarly 
characteristic of the man were precisely those 
which, in. the belief of churchmen, usually 
distinguish the most accomplished clergy of 
the establishment from the most able of their 
non-conforming brethren; we mean the sober 
soundness of his judgment, the delicate re- 
finement of his taste, and-the classical purity 
of his style, mS 


“The clergy of the established church are 
apt, too apt perhaps, though we wish to 
speak of them tenderly, to think harshly of 
dissenting ministers, as a coarse and greasy- 
minded race, who mix up prayers and pro- 
vender in the most incongruous way, offend- 
ing the awful majesty of heaven, by the un- 
ceremonious manner in which they offer their 
appeals. Now of all this, if indeed there be 
any thing in it ever, there does not appear to 
have been the least particle about Robert Hall. 
The character of his pulpit discourses, so far 
as we feel ourselves capable of criticising 
them, was that of mild’and unifornily sus- 
tained sublimity.. .A meek and holy, but yet 
most dignified grandeur lifts at once both the 
preacher and the hearer up to the third 
heaven of pensive contemplative piety. There 
is not only grace, but gracefulness in every 
part of his sermons. They put forward, 
above all, that calm happiness, that rest, that 
peace, which passeth all understanding, and 
which is the peculiar portion of God’s chosen 
people. The beauty and excellency of holi-. 
ness, as the reflection of that divine image in. 
which man was originally formed, and as the -_ 
only meet preparation, through faith, for at-. 
: “42 
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taining and enjoying the everlasting happiness 
of heaven—these were the themes on which 
he loved to dwéll, and after which the mind 
takes time, ‘and the unwelcome bustle of the 
world, to bring it down again to the ordinary 
feelings and duties of human life and action. 
*¢ Hall was a catholic christian: the doc- 
trine of the trinity, of the incarnation, the 
divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit, 
the atonement, justification {by faith only, 
the obligation of the moral Jaw on believers, 
personal holiness, the resurrection, the judg- 
ment, the eternal duration of the pains of hell 
and of the joys of heaven, all these are incul- 
cated by him with the large and sober views 
of a philosopher, the learning of a scholar, the 
eloquence of an orator, and the affectionate 
earnestness of a Christian divine. These high 
and holy doctrines, the tenets upon which all 
christianity hinges, were the wells of salva- 
. tion, in which his delighted spirit loved to 
bathe. “Yet never does he outstep the mo- 
desty and humility so requisite in a frail and 
finite being, like man, inquiring into mys- 
teries which even angels tremblingly desire to 
look into. There is no prying with unhal- 
lowed curiosity, and startling rashness. into 
the inscrutable purposes of the Deity; no 
worse than idle effort to anticipate the tardy 
foot of time, by dogmatic explanation of the 
dark prediction of, the sacred text. There 
is no pretension to an insolent repulsive 
blasphemous ‘familiarity with the Almighty ; 
no madly rushing in where angels fear to 
tread. 
‘His style, like his conceptions, is lumi- 


be ; . * 
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nous and clear; it is also purely English and 
unaffected; it has been selected by so admi- 
rable a judge as Dugald Stewart, as the very 
model and perfection of English composition. 
It is elegant without effort, full without re- 
dundance. The result of this happy combi- 
nation of all attainable excellences, only not 
genius, not the creative power, has naturally 
been to place Hall high and far above all other 
preachers of his class, perhaps of any class in 
his day. The brightness of his well-earned 
fame, too, has reflected some portion of its 
lustre upon all his brother seceders. »That 
the mantle of the ascended saint may descend 
upon some no less gifted successor, that the 
church of God may continue to be served by 
intellects as piercing, and piety as purely fer-, 
vent as that which he consecrated to the ser- 
vice of the sanctuary, is a prayer in which all 
good men will willingly unite. 

“‘ The sermon on modern infidelity has, we 
observe, been recently reprinted, in a cheap 
form, for general circulation.. It is generally 
considered Mr. Hall’s best single work, and 
we think justly. It is full of piercing thought, 
close argument, graphic delineation, and ele- 
vated views. There is no aiming at that pic- 
turesque phraseology, that landscape style of 
oratory in which the preachers commonly 
called popular, are so apt to indulge; but 
there is a forcible good sense, and a luminous 
flow of real eloquence throughout it, that 
make us almost repent of haying questioned 
the author’s claim to the uncertain honours of 
what men call genius.” 


INTELLIGENCE, &c. 
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DOMESTIC, 


CHOLERA MORBUS. 


_ At the Meeting of the Committee of the 

British and Foreign Bible Society, Novem- 

ber 21, 1831, ai =3 
Resolyed,—That it be referred to the Sub- 


Committee for general purposes to confer 


with the several Auxiliary Societies as to the 
practability of supplying the whole of the 
poor who are destitute of the New Testa- 
“Inent with a copy on loan, in order that in 


miley. 


men y 
‘the event of the epidemic disease being per- | 
, in the course of Divine Providence, to |’ 
ir they may not be found:|. 


rect the issue of such copies for the above 
purpose as they may think proper. 

At a meeting of the Sub-Committee, No- 
vember 25, 1831:—This Sub-Committee 
having taken into consideration the subject 
above referréd to them, it was 

Resolved,— That while this Committee 
have much satisfaction in knowing that in’ 
every place the necessary precautions are ac- 
tively taken to prevent, if Divine Provi- 


dence permit, the introduction of the Cholera, — 
| and that suitable preparations ‘are also enter- 
ed into to meet it, should it appear, they do 


consider that there is a voice of the Almi 
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lume, when accompanied by Divine teaching, 
can minister patience and strong consolation 
under the severest sufferings, and prepare the 
immortal spirit for its departure to another 
world, by the reception of the knowledge 
they convey of Him who, “as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, was lifted up, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

That this Committee express their hope 
that when the hand of the Lord is lifted up, 
some may be led to consider their ways, and 
to desire the instructions of heavenly wis- 
dom, and they, therefore, regard it most neces- 
sary that the New Testamest should be ready 
at hand for every one whom afiliction may be 
the means of disposing to peruse it. 

That while this Committe remember, with 
gratitude to Him who has crowned the past 
labours of the Society with good success, 
that there are countless multitudes now in 
possession of the Scriptutes,‘ who, humanly 
speaking, would not have possessed them, 
but for the efforts of Bible Societies; they 
yet remember that in England generally, and 
in the metropolis especially, thousands of fa- 
milies still remain unsupplied. 

That it be recommended to the Committees 
of Auxiliary and Branch Societies to com- 
municate with their respective Associations ; 
and to appoint an immediate investigation 
into the wants of their neighbourhoods, and 
wherever they find a family destitute of the 
Scriptures to offer a copy of the New Testa- 
ment with the book of Psalms-as a loan. 

. That the expense of providing a Loan 
Stock for the above purpose be borne by the 
Parent Society. 

[Extracted from the Minutes. | 


A. BranpDRAM, t Betrharlace 
J. Hucues, 


CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION SOCIETY. 


The quarterly Conference of this admirable 
Institution was held on the 15th of December, 
1831, at Mr. Burder’s Chapel, Fetter Lane ; 
the Rey. Caleb Morris in the Chair. A hymn 
having been sung, prayer was offered by the 
Rev. T. Stevenson, of Gate-street, after which 
Mr. Morris introduced the business of the 
evening by some very appropriate and judi- 
cious observations. Mr. Pitman, one of the 
Secretaries, then read reports from the several 


Associations in and about London; and then | ~ 
the meeting was addressed by the Rev. Messrs. | 


Blackburn, Stevenson, and Pyer; and by. 
Apsley Pellatt, fisq. The engagements of 


the evening were closed with prayer by the 


chairman. 


It has seldom been our happiness to listen | 


4 
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to facts and statements so cheering and grati- 
fying as those which were presented in the 
reports of the visitors on this interesting 
occasion. Copious details were furnished of 
ignorance instructed,—destitution alleviated, 
—wretchedness relieved,—Bibles distributed, 
—Sabbath-schools augmented,—tracts and 
books thankfully received and diligently pe- 
rused,—prayer-meetings and preaching-sta- 
tions established,—-sinners converted from the 
error of their ways,—and of. the sick and 
dying cheered in their solitude, and comforted 
in the hour of their dissolution. Some of 
these accounts, we are happy to learn, will 
soon be printed for general distribution, and 
will, we trust, have the effect of awakening 
attention to the strong claims of the Society 
upon public benevolence, and of augmenting 
the funds of the Institution. It is grievous 
to learn that exertions so praiseworthy and 
self-denying should be in any degree cramped 
by a paucity of pecuniary supplies.. Surely 
this ought not to be. Nor, indeed, will the 
humane,—the benevolent,—and, above all, 
the disciples of Him who “ went about doing 
good,” suffer the resources of the Society to 
languish, if they will only be at the pains of 
making themselves acquainted with its unos- 
tentatious but’ most nécessary and efficient 
labours. 


Islington. JeP. 
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ORDINATIONS, &c. 


¥ MALTON, YORKSHIRE. 


Mr. E. Goodson, Jate student at Bradford 
Academy, was ordained pastor over the Bap= 
tist Church, Malton, Yorkshire, on Tuesday 
the 13th of December, 1831. 

Mr. M‘Pherson, of Hull, stated the nature 
of a gospel church, asked the usual questions, 
and received Mr. .Goodson’s confession of 
faith. Mr. Evans, of Scarborough, offered up 
the ordination prayer, and delivered, a most 
interesting and impressive, charge to the mi- 
nister, founded on Acts xx. 28. ~ 

In the evening, Mr. Gatley (Independent) 
introduced the service by reading the Scri rip- 


tures, and prayer, and Mr. M‘Pherson delivered ae 
_an interesting and affectionate sermon to the 


people, from Phil. i. 27, on the various du- 
ties of members of Christian churches towar ds 
their ministers and each other. 


- BOROUGH GREEN, WROTHAM, KENT. 
On Tuesday, May 24, 1831, Mr. William 


| Bolton, late of Rickmansworth, Herts., was 
| recognized the pastor of the Baptist charch 
ea Borough Green, Wrotham, Kent, -when 


r. Rogers, of sslacasty Re deser ibed the: nature 
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and order of a gospel church ; Mr. Chin, of 
Walworth, delived the charge to the minis- 
ter, from .Col. iv. 17, and Mr. Shirley, 
of Sevenoaks, addressed the church, from 
1 Thess. v. 12, 13. 
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CHAPELS OPENED, &c. 


LEDBURY, HEREFORD. 


On Wednesday, March 2, 1831, a new 
chapel was opened at Ledbury, in the county 
of Hereford, for the use. of the church and 
congregation under the pastoral care of the 
Hon. G. H.-R. Curzon, when sermons were 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Waters, of Wor- 
cester ; Swan, of Birmingham ; and Preece, 
of Tenbury. The dimensions of the build- 
ing are 43 feet in length, and 30 feet in 
breadth... Below the chapel is a commodious 
school-room, which it is intended to com- 
plete for the use of the sabbath-school. 
From a regard to economy, however, this 
part of the erection is not yet finished.’ The 
entire expense of fitting up the chapel amounts 
to £1133, towards which a portion has 
been contributed; and, for the remainder, 
an appeal ‘will be made to the religious 
public. 

This place of worship, which has resulted 
from the Divine blessing on Mr. Curzon’s 
exertions, will, it is hoped, be of much utility 
in a neighbourhood that has been signally 
destitute of the fruits of godliness. The 
erection of the chapel was commenced with 
the sanction of the Midland Association of 
Baptist Churches, to which the circumstances 
of the case had been submitted. The 
church at Ledbury contains twenty-nine 
members,who are too poor to contribute much 
towards defraying the debt which at present 
remains on the chapel.. A few friends, 
therefore, who are-connected with the neigh- 
bouring churches, at Ross, Ryeford, and Cole- 
ford, have consented to become responsible 
for the sum that has been expended. The 
circumstances, however, of these individuals 
will not allow them long to retain this re- 
sponsibility without much personal incon- 
venience. This consideration, together with 


the general merits of the case, will, it is’ 


hoped, influence those friends of the Re- 
deemer, to whom an application may be 
made in behalf of the Baptist Church at 
Ledbury, to aid, as far as practicable, in 
liquidating the remeinler of Rha debt. 


sis sie - 


TOTTENHAM. counr ‘ROAD. ‘CHAPEL, 


This a scni 1 place rhe having | 
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| when the Rev. 


| hood, it might; for a lo! 


| Hitchin ; and other ministers in 
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| been put in a state of complete repair, was 


re-opened October 27th, 1831. Rey. Wil- 
liam Jay, of Bath, delivered an impressive 
sermon in the morning, from Rev. xxi. 22, 
“And I saw no temple therein.” In the 
evening the congregation was overflowing, 
James Parsons, of York, 
preached from Jer. ix. 3. _ Between the ser- 
vices the ministers and friends were kindly 
entertained, in the Fitzroy School-rooms, 
with refreshments; and several animated ad- 
dresses were given. It is stated that the 
purchase, repairs, writings, &c., have amount- 
ed to more than £19,000, and that. of this 
sum £11,000 remain unpaid. Spacious 
vaults are formed beneath the chapel, which 
may be purchased by applying to M. Prior, 


Esq., 36, Upper Charlotte Street, Fitzroy- — 


Private funeral vaults may also be 
obtained. These, together with the com- 
modious burial-ground, which is now, as 
heretofore, open to persons of all denomina- 
tions, will, we trust, effectually, though gra- 
dually, remove the heavy pecuniary burden. 


square. 


COLEMAN’S GREEN, NEAR HITCHIN, HERTS. 


On Thursday, November 17, a new meet- 
ing-house was opened at Coleman’s Green, 
near Hitchin, Herts. The Rev. Thomas 
Griffin, of Hitchin, preached in the morning 
from 1 Samuel ii. 30 (last clause); in the 
afternoon, the Rev. Henry Burgess, of Luton, 
preached from John xvii. 18, 193; and, in 
the evening, the Rey. J. W. Wayne (Inde- 
Pendent), of Hitchin, peached from. Matthew 

5 (last clause), The congregations were 
a and attentive, and the collections 
amounted to £22. 12s. 74d. 

It is presumed that the following sketch 
of the rise and progress of this small, but 
interesting cause, may prove acceptable, not 
only to the Baptist denomination, but to the 
religious public in general. 

The justly-celebrated Tol buy yan, in his 
itinerant efforts to promote the cause ‘of 
genuine Christianity, used frequently to 
preach in several places in the immediate 
vicinity of Coleman’s Green. These labours 
of love were owned and blessed by the great 
Head of the church, to the conversion and 
edification of many; but when he ceased 
from his labours the people.no ee enjoyed. 
the light of Divine truth ; d, of the in-. 
habitants of the villages in this neighbour- 
series of years, have 
been said, ‘* No man careth for their souls.”. 


Pilly, of Luton; Geard and Area 


bourhood, Boake desiroue a imi 


Ant 


But, about forty years since, the Rev. Messrs. a 5‘ 
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“Pilgrimy’s Progress,” and anxious to promote 
the interest of their common Saviour, com- 
menced a religious service at Coleman's 
Green, which they conducted alternately, 
as their other engagements would permit. 
These occasional services were kindly afford- 
ed and gratefully accepted, till about twelve 
years since, when the people being desirous 
of possessing the advantages of a settled mi- 
nistry, the Rey. D. Parkins, (now of Ald- 
winkle,) accepted an invitation to reside 
amongst them. 
by the Rev. W. J. Earley, during whose re- 


sidence (in the year 1825) a Particular Bap- | 


tist Church was formed, on the removal of 
Mr. Earley to Newport Pagnell. The present 
minister, the Rey. Henry Biggs, came to 
reside amongst the people, whose labours 
proving both acceptable and useful, he was 
unanimously invited to become the pastor of this 
infant church, and was ordained to the office 
in October, 1827. The Rev. Messrs. 
Middleditch, of Biggleswade, Thompson, of 
Walkern, Daniel (now of Ceylon), Wayne, 
of Hitchin, and other ministers, engaged in 
the solemn service. 

The congregation having increased, the 
old place became too small, and was, besides, 
in such a state of dilapidation that it could 
not be repaired or enlarged; a piece of ground 
was therefore purchased in a more eligible 
situation, large enough for a burying-ground 
and meeting-house, a place of worship has 
been ereeted, 35 feet by 27, at a cost of 
£350, including galleries. It is vested in 
the hands of trustees. Though the people 
are poor, they have raised nearly £100 
amongst themselves; and a weekly subscrip- 
tion, which has been for some time carried 
on, is still continued; and many friends 
in the neighbourhood have rendered liberal 
assistance ; butan appeal must be made to 
the religious public for what yet remains, and 
it is sincerly hoped such appeal will not be 
made in vain. : 


EE 
THE BEREAVED FAMILY OF THE LATE” 
REY. J. MACK. 


The Committee appointed to receive eon- 


tributions towards the above urgent case, have | 
Already announced their intention of meeting | 


early after the 23rd instant, ‘ to devise the 


best method of securing and appropriating | 


the funds” which Christian liberality may 


supply, for the benefit of the family. a 

__ As that date is fast advancing, the com- 
_mittee beg leave respectfully to urge on those 
churches and individuals who cherish the 
benevolent purpose of assisting in this object, 
to do so without delay, and transmit their do- 


Mr. Parkins was succeeded | 
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nations as already directed ;—that no im- 
pediment may remain to the anticipated ar- 
, rangement, which contemplates the relief,— 
| partial as it*must necessarily be,—of the or- 
| phans’ wants, and of the widow’s burden. 
The result of: these appeals to christian - 


| benevolence will be given in a subsequent No. 
\ 


ADDITIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE BE- 
REAVED FAMILY OF THE LATE REY. J. 


| | JONES. 
Sesrd. 
| Rev. James Castleden and Friends, 
Hampstead - - - Ah A 
| Rey. Jenkin Thomas and Friends, 
Cheltenham - - =; 6.2020 
Rey. James Smith and Friends, do. 4 6 0 
Mrs. Job Heath, London - 5.50 
Mrs. Millard, ditto - - 0100 
Friends at Cowbridge - say Laie 
| Rey. W. Jones and Friends, Cardiff 5 0 O 


— 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear’ Sir, . 
In answer to many inquiries which I have 
received respecting a person of the name of 


be glad if you will insert, in yournext number; 
the following information for the guidance of 
the religious public. 

Firstly. Fisherton, in which the chapel 
for which he is collecting is situated, is not a 
village between Devizes and Salisbury, or 
Warminster and Salisbury, but is one of. the 
suburbs of the latter city. 

Secondly. The chapel was built on a spe- 
culation, which having failed, it has devolved 
to the creditors of the speculator. r 

Thirdly. Mr. Horner“is not the pastor of 
any church or congregation connected with 
the Particular or General Baptists in this city 
or neighbourhood; neither is there any 


of these denominationsnow worshipping in the 
chapel for which he is collecting. — 
Fourthly. I have neither directly nor in~ 


recommendation of himself or his case. 
Tam, Dear Sir, : 
Yours respectfully, 


Salisbury, Dec. 23, 1831. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Just Published. 
The Continental Annual for 1832, em- 
bellished with Thirteen highly finished En- 


? 


Horner, who is begging for a chapel, I shall - 


church or congregation belonging to either | 
directly given or promised to Mr. Horner, any . 
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gravings, by the most eminent artists, after 
original Drawings, by SamurL Prout, Hs 4., 
F.S.A., Painter in Water Colours in Ordin- 
ary to His Majesty.x—The Literary Depart- 
ment under the Superintendence of Wituram 
Kennepy, Esq., Editor of the ‘ English- 
man’s Magazine.” 

A Compilation of Scripture Passages, 
with Scripture Demonstrations that “ The 
Angel of the Lord” —“ The Angel of God” 
--- The Angel of His Presence,” Sc. (in 
contradistinction to the commonly-received 
opinion of being a created angel) is uni- 
formly Jehovah. By Georcr Eonr. 

A Summary View of Christian 'Prin- 
ciples ; comprising the Doctrines peculiar 
to Christianity as a system of Revealed 
Truth. By Tuomas Frxcu, Author of 
«Elements of Self Knowledge,” ‘* The Anti- 
dote,” &¢c. Second Edition, 12mo. 


The Entire Works of the» Rev. Dan 
Taylor, late Pastor of the General Bap- 
tist Church, Whitechapel, London ; under 
the superintendence of his nephew, ADAM 
Taytor; with an. Introduction. In Two 
handsome volumes, demy 8yo. 

The State of Unitarianism in England. 
An Article re-printed, by permission, from 
the “* Eclectic Review,” for October, 1830. 

The Offices of the Holy Spirit. Four 
Sermons preached before the University of 
Cambridge, in the month of November, 
1831. By the Rev. Cuartes Simeon, 
M.A., Senior Fellow of King’s College. Svo. 


Sermons by the late Rev. Evwarp Pay- 
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son, D.D., Pastor of the Second Church ia 
Portland, in the United States. 8vo. 


On the Miraculous Gifts of the Pri- 
mitive Christians, and Modern Pretensions 
to their Exercise: a Discourse delivered at 
Stepney Meeting, Lord's day evening, No- 
vember, 27, 1831. By Jos. Fuercuer,D.D. 

The Shaking of the Nations, with the 
Corresponding Duties of Christians: a 
Sermon preached at Craven Chapel, Regent 
Street, on November 13, 1831. By J. 
Lerrcuitp. To which is added, An Ap- 
pendix, containing an account of some extra- 
ordinary Cases of Enthusiasm and Fanati- 
cism in various ages of the world. 


Preparing for Publication. 


The Laws of Christ; being a Complete 
Digest of all the Precepts contained in the 
New Testament, in the very words of Scrip- 
ture; with Devout Meditations on each topic 
of Duty: arranged for the Daily Perusal of , 
of the Christian in his closet, throughout the 


year. By Joserx Torneutt, A.B., Minister 
of the Gospel. 


The Cabinet Annual Register, and His- 
torical, Political, Biographical, and Miscel- 
laneous Chronicle for the year 1831. 


—— 
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P. 548, col. 2, 8 lines from bottom, 
for W. Say read W. Jay. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS. 


2 Ata half- jets) Meeting of the Pipitaies held December 23, “1831 » the following 
Widows were assisted from the Profits of the Magazine: those dere: in the Princi- 
. pality £3. each, and those in England £4. each. 


Name. Place. £.s.d. Recommended by 
MA, He 400 J. M‘Pherson. 
-M.H. B.G. 3.00 Charles Daniel. 
yD Sle ed 3.00 David Philips. 
E. B, N. 4°00 James Edwards. 
EJ. L.B. 400 Thomas Matthews | 
‘ of Hugh Jones 
im CE. #05 , nea 
8. WwW, F. 4 0 0 George Capes _ 


Name. Place £.s.d. Recommended by 

S. W. R. 400 W. Williams — 

MTs NS 300 J. H. Thomas 

E. S. K.C.° 40 0 Robert Townsend 

EB. tS, 400 C. Larom 

M. W. A. 400 Daniel Wilson _ 

M.I. N.S. 400 James Williamson 
{MR EQ 400 J. Harris +e 
(M. R. bo 400 James Edwards _ 


< **. The proprietors Saal ta tazetate YORE they ‘deeply regret they were absolute atte 


‘ to attend to several new applications from widows of most respectable ministe 
tances demand such assistance. They venttire to indulge the h pe, that t 
dal readers of e: sede to use their utmost influ e 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


JANUARY, 1882, 


APPEAL TO THE BAPTIST DENOMINATION. 
THE Committee of the Baptist Irish Society have constantly made their friends 
fully acquainted with its proceedings and circumstances through the medium of 
the IntsH CHRONICLE: and by this means they feel assured they havesecured the 
confidence of the churches and congreg&tions belonging to the denomination ; 
to the persons composing which, they principally look for the pecuniary aid 
necessary to support the Institution. 

They consider it their duty now to state, that the funds of the Society are ex- 
ceedingly embarrassed. To meet the demands due at Christmas, sEVEN HUNDRED 
POUNDS are required: towards which no provision whatever is-made: indeed there 
was previously a deficiency! That all the agents should be punctually paid 
their quarter's salaries (which they have always been hitherto), the Treasurer se 
accepted bills to that amount. 

The Committee cannot recommend that any reduction should be made: in the 
expenditure of the Society: the schools were never better attended, the readers 
of the Scriptures were never more useful—or the ministers ever more encouraged. 
They are persuaded that none of their friends would wish that any of those useful 
agents should be discharged, but rather that the number of them in each depart- 
ment, should, if possible, be considerably increased. 

From the remarkable manner in which the Society, from its commencement, has 
been supplied with money, its conductors, though not without considerable painful 
anxiety in regard to future supplies, are led to hope that these difficulties will be 
soon effectually removed : having a satisfying consciousness that they have honestly 
attempted to “work the work of God,” they venture to exercise a humble depend- 
ance upon. the Divine Providence, not doubting but the lovers of evangelical truth 
will again lend them a helping hand in this time of necessity. They are confident 
that rather than these useful operations in the Sister Kingdom should be suspended 
or abridged, the pastors and deacons of the churches will promote collections in 
their places of worship, to enable the Treasurer to meet his present engagements. 

The Committee have been much encouraged by the kind attention to their 
requests by the Committees of the British and Foreign, and the Edinburgh Bible 
Societies, the former having granted them 600 Bibles and 1100 Testaments, and 
the latter 200 Bibles and 1500 Testaments. r 

TheRev, Stephen Davis, of Clonmel, is collecting in Scotland, where his appli- 
cation, we have no doubt, will be successful. The Rey. Messrs. West of Dublin, 
and Wilson of Sligo, have been requested to collect in the North of Ireland, and 
the Rev. James Allen to visit England for the same purpose, previously to the 
next annual meeting. And if some of our brethren in the ministry in England and 
Wales would kindly undertake to collect in their respective vicinities during the — 
approaching spring, they will render important assistance to the Society, and the 
Secretaries will be happy to correspond with and furnish them with the pectzeary ; 
documents for that purpose. ‘ ‘ 

‘We shall feel greatly obliged if the Ministers and other friends to whom ihe 
WS Picgnicler, are sent, will be particular ¢ in attending to their distribution. 

aaa (a) : 
sence “ueee Pare ch gee Secretaries, 

51, Devonshire Street, ; 

Queen Square, 7 7 ; 
ft sD ooanber 24th, 1831, . , i: ; hi 
she ote oft igh 
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From an Irish Reader. 
Bog Mount, Oct. 12th, 1831. 
Rev. Sir, 

Since my last letter to you, I have diligently 
endeavoured, as usual, to extend the know- 
ledge of the Gospel of salvation among several 
of tke inhabitants of the parish of Kilrush 
and to my neighbours. . I. humbly trust in 
the Lord that my efforts will not be in vain. 
What a glorious prospect it is to me from the 
earnest attention which some of them pay to 
the Holy Word. I pity them, bound up in 
popish thraldom and error. O Lord, hasten 
the happy period when all shall know, and 
love, and serve thee; and may all superstition 
and idolatry fall to the ground. 

I have visited several Protestant families 
also in my neighbourhood, and read the sacred 
word to them in their native language. I 
occupy a great part of my time teaching the 
Holy Scriptures to some of their advanced 
boys and girls. I go in the evenings where 
several of the neighhbours resort to read the 
word of truth to them.. I made a journey to 
the east of Kilrush, reading and expounding 
the Word of God to ignorant families and re- 
mained four days going from house to house 
reading the Holy Scriptures, and where I 
lodged, in the night, several of the neighbours 
used to come in to hear the word of life. I 
was reading the Word of God to a great 
number of people on the Lord’s day, about 
four miles distance from my house, after I 
read to them the fourteenth and fifteenth of 
St. Matthew, and seventh and eighth of 
St. Luke, one of the men said, ‘‘ There is no 
religion to be saved by, but the Roman Ca- 
tholic.” I read to them Matt. xxv. 34; 
here is the religion, said I, which the Lord 
Jesus appoints. I read to them Matt. vii. 
also. I went one day to Kilrush, and spoke 
to them the glorious word, and they paid 
attention. I went into a house where a 
large family were: I read the Word of God to 
them; from thence I went and entered a house 
where a boy is learning the Irish Scriptures. 
The woman of the house related to me that 


her son, who is learning the Irish, repeats to 


them in the evening a great deal of fine Irish 
out of the book which I gave him, and also, 
said she, he tells his father and sisters in Irish, 
“ that God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son,” &c. &c. Iwas read- 
ing the word of life to several persons in the 
house of uw man named G.; there were 
Protestants and Roman Catholics paying atten- 
tion. One a the men said, “Mr. Thomas and 
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endeavouring to serve the Lord, and very 
good encouragement we get from our Divine 
Master telling us, ‘‘ Fear not, little flock,” &c. 
I went on another day toteach a boy, towhom 
I gave an Irish Testament. I entered a house 
where several persons were, and read the 
third and fourth of St. John to them; from 
thence I proceeded on my journey, and I be~ 
held a great meeting in a house, I went in and 
spoke the word of life to them, remarking and 
pointing out the blessed Jesus to them for 
their salvation. One of them arose from the 
flcor and said, ‘‘ The priest desired me to give 
my heart to the blessed Mary.” ‘‘ Give your 
heart to the Lord Jesus Christ,” said I. 
Then I perceived their spirit moving and went 
my way. I read to six families that day the 
Word of God. Some of them wept, mourning 
for their sins, and imploring the Lord Jesus. 
Tentered the house where the boy was who 
received the Testament; he was reading the 
third of John, his father, and mother, and 
others paying attention, and he required but 
little instruction from me. Also, I trust our 
school will be a blessing to the neighbours. 
Some of the pupils are improving in the Irish 
and English Scriptures; consequently, we can 
obtain a nearer access to their parents, and in- 
tercourse with them, to communicate the 
knowledge of Gospel truth for: their good to 
edification, Joun Nas#. 
Thomas Berry to the Rev. 
J. Allen. . 
Nov. Vth, 1831... 


From Mr. 


Rev. Sir, 

I have the melancholy task of mentioning 
the death of my dear beloved wife. The 
very day on which I-wrote my last journal 
the typhus fever seized her, and on that day 
fortnight she fell asleep. _ Her sufferings were 
very great, and from the first two days she 
anticipated her end. Her patient resignation 
to the will of her God surprised the women 
who attended her; and I ‘trust that the 
heavenly prayers she offered up in their 
hearing has been beneficial to their- souls. 
Indeed the stroke that has fallen upon me 
has been much lightened, from the firm per- 
suasion that her soul is now among those 
who rest not day nor night from “ singing 
glory, and honour, and might, and dominion, 
and praise to Him that loved them and 


s a mostly sorry to. 


washed them from their sins in his own 
blood.” 2 
Upon asking, “Are you afraid to die?” : 
our a. said © she, “for I know that Je us 
or my sins and rose for my jus- 
tification.” Are you an Ty = 
this world?” “ Indeed, my d 
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now I long to be with him and experience 
the happiness of heaven.” 

Since she came to reside in Ballina, she 
has been most attentive to the concerns of 
her soul, and on every occasion impressed 
upon her pupils and neighbours the necessity | 
of repentance to God, and holiness of life. | 
The religious books which she received from | 
Mrs. Allen made the deepest impression upon | 
her mind, and the sweet consolation she found 
in these and in the Psalms of David, in a 
great measure fitted her for the enjoymen® of 
more exalted strains in the holy Jerusalem. 

About five hours before her death, she cried 
out, “O thou dear, precious Jesus, receive 
me into thy arms; take me, O my beloved | 
Redeemer; thou art the dear Lamb of God 
that has taken away my sins. I love thee for 
what thou hast done for my own soul, and 
I love thee for what thou hast done for the 
world.” These were spoken in. such an 
angelic manner that she even then was enjoy- 
ing the dawnings of heavenly bliss, | The last 
words she repeated were, 

“ Grace ‘tis a charming sound,” &c. 
She feebly sung the whole hymn, and soon 
after entered into rest. 

As the Lord has been pleased to separate 
me from the dear partner of my joys and 
sorrows, it is consoling to know that she is | 
safe and that her latter end was so happy. 

Perhaps it may not be amiss here to men- 
tion what were the means which God em- 
ployed in her conversion. As she was a 
native of Cheltenham, she, along with a few 
other girls, attended the instruction of a Miss 
Evans of that town, who distributed tracts 
among her poorer neighbours. _ My dear de- 
parted was then fourteen years of age, and 
one morning during Miss Evans’ prayer, her 
soul was converted, and she, for the first 
time, tasted that the Lord was gracious. 
Since then she has been upheld by free grace, 
and at leagth enabled to say, “ I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and will withhold no 
good thing from me.” Some: time after she 
met with a Mrs. Wood of Gloucester, a mem- 
ber of the Baptist connexion, from whom she 
learned the way of the Lord more perfectly, 
and by her conversations about adult Baptism 
she became convinced of its necessity; and 
as soon as opportunity offered she made a 
public profession of her faith, and followed the 
example of her Divine Master. Surely in 
the midst of life we are in death. May the 
judgments of the Lord make us more alive to 
the concerns of eternity. See eee 

- Toyou, Sir, I owe the warmest and most 
grateful thanks; unspeakable, but fixed and 
deeply rooted in my heart. You have given 
me an asylum in your house, where every 
consolation that could proceed from Christian. 
sympathy has: been imparted. May you and. 


ad 


your house never want the divine favour nor 
ever cease to be protected by the God of 
heaven and earth. 

Tuos. Berry. 


From the Rev. J. Wilson to the Secretaries. 
Sligo, Nov. 17th, 1831. 
Dear BrerHren; 

In my last I mentioned that I had nearly 
completed my inspections, and, in a few days 
after, this was the case. As usual, I have 
found the advantage in being thus early in 
the quarter, at this season, for, though we 
had some heavy rains before I had finished, 
there has been almost incessant rain, hail, 
and storm ever since. This severity in the 
weather has prevented the. digging the pota- 
toes, so that the greater part of that business 
is yet to be attended to, and the schools:must 
be thinly attended in consequence for some 


| time. 


I stated that my inspections were truly 
gratifying, both as to the numbers in atten- 
dance, and the proficiency of the scholars ; this 
continued to be the case to the close of the 
examinations, and the minds of many addi- 
tional children were beginning to be blessed 
with the knowledge of the Word of. God, 
and those of hundreds more richly stored with 
its sacred contents: The prayer has almost 
involuntarily been presented. again and again, 
“ Oh! that these opportunities might be con- 
tinued of enriching the minds of these young 
Hibernians with the richest treasure on earth; 
that the truths thus deposited in their memo- 
ries might sink deep into their hearts, and 
that they might spring up in the most bene- 
ficial fruits in their lives.” . Then would the 


‘work of reform be most beneficially and 


permanently promoted. amongst a very large 
portion of those who need it—then’ would 
the individuals, and families, and the church, 
and the world; be extensively benefitted by the 
most simple- and yet most efficient means 
which Providence has yet employed for the 
accomplishment of that object. —_- 

. In’ a new female school, established in a 
picturesque but obscure part of the country, 
where such a thing had not’ been known, dis- 
ease had commenced its ravages—I do not 
mean the Cholera, which, may God in 
mercy avert from the thousands in this 
country, who from their miserable condi- 
tion, are predisposed. to receive infection— 
but the typhus : three girls out of one family 
hhad. been removed by it of the ages of thir- 
teen, fifteen, and seventeen years; several 
other families were affected by it; and three 
other girls in one family were lying.in a 
dangerous state when: I was there. Yet, 
though the people of this country may, from — 
a variety of causes’ be said to be in the 
“midst of deaths oft,” little or no impression 
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appears to be made by the fact on a very 
large portion of them. 

I haye just commenced in this town, on a 
small scale, a gratuitous Lending Library, 
which I hope may be beneficial, not only in 
keeping some of the lower order from mis- 
chievous employment, but in expanding their 
minds and directing them to the contempla- 
tion of generally useful topics, and with the 
Divine blessing leading them to the perusal 
of that Word which is able’ to make them 
wise unto salvation. J. Witson. 


From the Rev. James Allen to the 
Secretaries. 
Ballina; Nov. 18th, 1831. 
My pear Breturen, 

With this, I forward you the journals of 
In the 
school department, we are not able, for the 
present, todo much. In the spring and au- 
tumn of the year, the children, for the most 
part, are employed in the fields. Besides, 
the typhus fever is extensively prevalent in 
many of the districts in which they are 
placed ; and, consequently, it causes many of 
the children to be kept at home. The storm 
of the priesthood had blown over, disregarded 
by the people; and the mechanical curses, 
pronounced in due form from all the popish 
altars in the two dioceses of Killalla and 
Ashoury, have, at length, ceased. I feared 
nothing from their curses from the first— 
the people in too many cases are opposed to 
the wishes of their popish guides to be held 
much longer in bondage ; 3 and I trust, amidst 
all the discouraging signs of the times, that 
the Lord will yet, and that speedily, appear 
in a way of mercy for this’ poor and be- 
nighted part of this kingdom. The schools, 
notwithstanding the fever and the hurry of 
the field-work, are better attended than 
usual at this season of the year; and, I may 
add, that our opportunities for usefulness are 


greater than at “any period since I came to | . 
Anonymous, in aid of the “ Bap- 


this country. - 
In my last letter, I intimated: my inten- 


tion of visiting Erris, the district of country 


over which my old opponent, priest Lyons, 
holds absolute sway. I was’ going by special 


invitation from. the principal! landed ;pro- 
I 


pit and: from 'the ‘people themselves, - 
had 
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she expressed it as her opinion that she 
should die; nor did she in the slightest 
degree fear the approach of death. She was 
one of our most valuable members and 
teachers. Her piety was unassuming, fervent, 
and sincere; and, I have no doubt, that, 
whilst she was blessed in her death, her 
works will follow her. . It would appear she 
was in the habit of keeping a diary of her 
experience. I shall transcribe from it the 
last. sentence she wrote under the date of 
Arf ust 15, 1831:—* This day I have been 
very unwell, but have felt great consolation 
in reading ‘ Buck’s Treatise on Religious Ex- 
perience:’ it has soothed my mind, and made 
me feel more loye to that God who gaye 
his Son as a ransom for my sins, and not 
for mine only, but for the sins of the whole 
world. . Adorable , Redeemer! when shall I 
awake up after thy likeness; when wilt thou 
speak the word and say, Soul, come up hither? 
but not my will, but thine be done.” For 
a further account of her life and death, I 
would refer you to Mr. Berry’s Journal for 
this month. I trust, this bereavement has 
been made a blessing to the whole of our 
little church. 

As I have been prevented from visiting 
Erris, I have written a small pamphlet ** On 
the True Foundation of a Sinner’s hope,” 
which I have addressed to priest Lyons and 
his parishioners, and which I ardently hope 
and pray may do some of them at least im- 
mortal good. It is surely the time to work ; 
the enemy of souls is busy ; those who value 
the truth need to be awake, The time for 
my quarterly inspections has now com- 
menced; and, for the next month, I shall 
be ‘mach engaged, if life and health are 
spared, among ic schools. 
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Conclusion of Mr. Pearce’s 
Journal, from p. 91 of our last 
number. 

*< After dinner went in a saltee to Bons 
Pollah ; found a good number of people sitting 
together making bamboo cages for catching 
fish, an employment to which, in consequence 


of the‘destruction of the harvest this year, | 


all the poorest of the people are. necessitated 
to. resort, in order to obtain a subsistence. I 
went and sat down in the midst of these 
people, and began by observing that their em- 
ployment reminded me of one who was con- 
tinually making traps and devising methods 
to catch and destroy men ; at this their atten- 


“tion was excited : they began, with surprise, 


to look at me, wondering what I could mean. 
I then explained, shewing that Satan, the 
evil spirit, was going about constantly seeking 
to draw men into the snares of sin that he 
might eventually drag them down into hell. 
Finding that I was speaking to them of sal- 
vation, one said, ‘In what direction does 
I told him the way 
to heaven was by believing in the Lord Jesus 


Christ, and observing his commands ; that it 
was of no consequence for us now to know 
in what point of the compass heaven might 
lie, that if we were the true servants. of God 
we should be sure. to arrive there, for after 


‘death God would send his angels to shew us 


the way. Isat with these people some con- 


_| siderable time conversing on divine things; 


some of them appeared a good deal affected 
at whatwas.told them. On returning to the 
tent, found the . individual waiting to see me 
of whom I have previously expressed my hope. 
that he was really concerned about salvation. 
Found that he was increasing in knowledge’ 
of the Scriptures. To a question I put to him, 
Whether he had made up his mind to em- 
brace Christ? he replied, ‘Not yet, but I 
am thinking about it.’ I endeavoured to 
shew him the folly of procrastination. He 
remained with me till quite dark. 


“12th. —Directed my course this Se 


ing to the village of Barapoor, distant a mile 
and a half from hence north-west. Collected. 
here about forty persons, Musselmans and 
Hindoos. Read to them a tract and ex- 
plained its meaning : afterwards, they were 
more for proposing questions and disputing 


‘than for hearing a discourse. I did not leave — 


these people until I had answered all their 
objections. We parted very friendly. and they 
took about a dezen oes pate hence, 


_ of the vow. 
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proceeded about a mile further to a place 
called Sokeram Pookoor. 
met a Musselman, who, on learning my ob- 
ject, said, ‘ You must go,to yonder houses, here 
are none but Musselmans in this place.’ Poor 
man, he thought that Christianity is de- 
signed for Hindoos only! I said, ‘ Have you 
then no need of instruction and salvation ? shew. 
me the way to the head man’s dwelling. T am 
come to instruct Musselmans.’ At this he 
smiled, and went before, pointing out the 
road. The head map received me with great 
respect, brought a stéol to sit upon, and some 
treacle of the juice of the palm, which he bad 
just made, for me to drink. Idrank a little to 
please them, and then bade him and the rest 
of the people to sit down: this they did readily. 
I began instructing them with reading a part 
of a tract called the Mallee and Durwau, or 
the gardener and porter. In this, is contained 
the history of the fall of man and its conse- 
quences: my audience heard attentively, and 
none objected, until, after shewing them the 
way of salvation, I exhorted them to come 
into it, when one or two said in the language 
of despondency, ‘ Sir, we are,.as. you have 
described us, sunk in sin and ignorance, but 
it is too late now for us to think of becoming 
better ; those who may come after us may, 
but.we are too far gone to be recovered,’ I did 
what I could to counteract this feeling ; how 
far I succeeded must be left to the day of 
judgment to disclose. How true it is that 
Satan, after leading men into sin, drives them 
to despair. In this place also I left some 
tracts. Returned home quite fatigued. For- 
got yesterday to notice an idolatrous cere- 
mony of sacrifice which I. then witnessed ; 
it occurred in the village in which we are 
residing. The occasion of it was a vow 
which had been made by some one whose son 
was attacked by the cholera: the child reco- 
vered, and the sacrifice was the performance 
The animal offered was a goat. 
I was too late to see it slain. -It had, how- 
ever, but just éxpired when I came to the 
spot. The head of the victim was severed 
-from the body, and placed on a small mound 
of earth, where an idol had stood, but was 
now broken and fallen. down; near it was a 
basket of sugar-cane and fruit, and the in- 
strument with which the animal was’ sacri- 
ficed, an immense knife about two feet long 


and six inches broad, very bright, and cu- 


riously wrought on the back and sides... A 
Brahmin. was conducting the ceremonies, 
and I could not but observe how intent ‘he 


his ae oe took. not the least 


On landing here, 


to hide him and the ceremonies from the 
spectators. I nevertheless took the liberty 
to step aside and observe what he was doing. 
The * ceremonies in which he was engaged 
consisted in sprinkling water on the offeri ings 
of fruit, &e. that lay near him, in removing 
small pieces of sugar-cane from place to place, 
and in touching various parts of his head and 
body with his fingers. At the conclusion of 
these several performances the veil was taken 
away, when the priest gave some pieces of 
sugar-cane to one or two persons. He then 
blew two or three blasts with a horn, at which 
the whole company prostrated themselves to 
the earth. | This act of adoration finished the 
service. I left this place not a little grieved 
and, I may add, mortified at what I had seen, - 
especially as the principal persons concerned 
in it had often conversed with me on reli- 
gious subjects, and confessed the vanity of 
idolatry, and the truth of Christianity. Dis- 
tressing as this scene was, it reminded me of 
the words of the wise man, ‘ When thou 
vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it.’ 
If heathens are so mindful of their vows, how 
much more so ought Christians to be. 
‘¢13th.—Went this morning to Mogra to 
be present at the market held there, at which 
an immense number of people assemble. On 
entering the place met Sadhoo, a young na- 
tive preacher sent by brother W. H. Pearce 
to assist me in these excursions in these vil- 
lages. His coming was very acceptable, as 


he is a pious, able, and zealous youth, and : 


very much liked by all-who hear his dis- 
courses. Having rested a little, we proceeded 
to a small mound a little way out of the 
bustle of the market. Here we commenced 
our business, and were soon surrounded by 
a considerable number of people. Sadhoo 
first addressed them, and was listened to 
for a while very attentively ; at length some 
one broke silence and came forward as an 


} advocate of Hindovism. Such things of course 


are very common, but if possible we endeavour 
to get opposers to wait till the end of our 
addresses. This, however, we cannot al- 
ways effect, and our discourses are unavoid- 
ably broken. | Such was the case on’ this 
occasion, and a disputation succeeded on the 


merit of Hindooism and Christianity, in which | 


I assisted the native preacher. The topics » 
dwelt “upon by us were the contradictions: 
abounding in the Shasters, the iniquitous 
lives of the Debtas, and the uncertainty felt 
and acknowledged hy all of the efficacy of 


| the means resorted to for salvation. Most 
of ow hemversiseemed much struckat what — 
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the following effect... ‘ Wherever we proclaim 
the way’of salyation by Jesus Christ, we inva- 
riably find Brahmins to be. our principal op- 
posers. This you do evidently because you are 
interested persons ; because you know that if 

hristianity prevails, your reputation, and in- 
fluence, and present means of acquiring money 
will be lost; you would not be called to births 
and weddings; shraddhas and poojas: you 
would not then obtain the chief seats and the 
best gifts; be called thakoor, and worshipped 
as gods. This. as you well know, is the 
ground of your opposition sides, as you are 
better acquainted with the Shasters than the 
common people, you know that what we ad- 
vance is true, and is no lie, and you, of all 
people, therefore ought to embrace Christian- 
ity with readiness, and conduct others into the 
way of truth. Beware then lest the love of 
money, and the love of the world, bring down 
upon you thesevenfold vengeance of God, for 
assuredly he knows all your wickedness, and 
will not fail to punish yon, except you re- 
pent.’ This rebuke silenced him. He hung 
down his head with shame, and said no more. 
After this I spoke to the people without in- 
terruption for some time on the life, death, 
and object of the Redeemer’s coining into. the 
world; and, on concluding, distributed a good 
number of tracts, which were sought after 
with the greatest eagerness. 

“‘14th.—Bent our course this morning on 
foot in a westerly direction. Passing through 
the village of Sada Suppoor, found several per- 
sons sitting together making bamboo cages for 
fishing ; among them were two persons who 
wore badges of mourning, and of being about 
to perform Shraddha, or funeral rites for the 
dead. They were brothers, and had lost with- 


in two days a mother and sister by the cholera. | 


The native preacher spoke to, them in a very 
suitable manner, and endeavoured to convince 
them of the inefficiency of all such rites to af- 
fect the condition of the dead, They listened 
with some attention, but I fear fhe did not 
understand much. 

“ Going a little farther, we found in the 
same village a much larger company of peo- 


ple, who requested us to speak to them the- 


word of God, ‘a request with which we with 
great pleasure complied. Here we spent 
three quarters of an hour very pleasantly in 
telling them of the way of salyation. A per- 
son who came while we were speaking said, 
after hearing alittle while, < Sir, we worship 
God, we serve Kristnoo, what else do you 
wish us to do.’. It was replied, that ‘ it is 
true you serve Kristnoo, but it is not true 


that you worship God. In supposing” 


‘Kristnoo to be God, you have made a great 
mistake ; you are like a child that leaves his 
native village and. parents when very young, 
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and goes to-a distant place where he remains 
until he loses all remembrance of his parents, 
even their names ; on returning to the place 
of his birth he knows not to whom he is 
related ; and being, in consequence, imposed 
on by some worthless persons, he unhappily 
regards them as his parents, to whom he is 
not in the most distant manner related. Thus 
your forefathers and you have wandered so 
far and so long from the true God, that 
you have lost all knowledge of him, and now 
through being deceived by wicked men, you 
imagine that Kristnoo, a worthless Debta, 
is the God who made you, preserves you, and 
He whom you‘ought to serve. Hear then and 
know for the first time, that Jesus Christ 
is the one true God.’ Having distributed a 
few tracts here, we proceeded half a mile far- 
ther, to the village of Gora Julla: Several 
persons seeing us from other villages came 
running after us, and accompanied us to the 
place whither we were gbing. Several of the 
inhabitants of Gora Julla on seeing us came 
out to meet us, and conducted us to the 
Mundul’s or head man’s house, saying that 
they were very happy that we had paid them 
a visit. This was indeed the most welcome 
reception to any place that I had ever met 
with. The report of our arrival having 
quickly spread abroad, in less than ten minutes 
we had a congregation of more than a hundred 
persons. Having requested them to sit down, 
I spoke to them at considerable length on the 
present miserable condition in which they, 
and all the Heathen were; and pointed out, 
in as clear a manner asI could, the way of 
salyation. I enjoyed their riyetted attention, 
and from their looks, and smiles, and ob- 
servations, was rejoiced to find that my mes- 
sage proved acceptable to them. Sadhoo 
followed me, and to him they listened with 
as much attention as they had to my dis- 
course.’ At the close of our addresses a good 
deal of conversation ensued on several things 
started by onr audience. ‘ A good many of 
them seemed much affected, particularly the 
Mundul, at whose house we were. One old 
man showed his kindness by bringing us palm 
juice todrink, and others by bringing stools to 
sit on. I left this place, though weary in 


body, much refreshed in spirit, and encou- 


raged to persevere in sowing the seed of oe 
kingdom. . 

“21st.—Since the last recordin my journal ‘ 
several other villages have been visited, namely, 
Dhan Kata, Sodanund Poor, Choukee Tolla, 
Hurree Poor, Monee Raj, in all which places 


. the Gospel was preached, and tracts put into — 


circulation; and in some of them the people 


heard with most gratifying attention: the 


general circumstances, however, differ so little — 
from what have been already poured that it — 
G2 
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does not appear necessary to give them more 
in detail. 

« 24th.—Left Luckyantipore this day, after 
a residence of three weeks and three days, in 
the review of which I cannot but exclaim, 
‘ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me bless his holy name.’ In the 
midst of great dangers I and mine have been 
preserved. A door has been opened, and 
strength has been given me to preach the 
blessed Gospel in many villages where a 
minister of Christ has never been before. 
Some thousands have heard of the grace 
of God through Christ, and many hundreds of 
tracts have been given away in the hope that 
the knowledge of a Saviour may be still more 
increased, and the impressions produced be 
deepened. Before closing this journal I 
would make a few observations on this 
interesting district, as affording many and 
great encouragements for the prosecution of 


missionary labour therein. 


“ First. During six months in the year 
the state of the country is such as that 


every part of it is accessible with ease’to a | 


missionary. It is during that time 
entirely flooded with water, so that. a canoe 


can go to every village with no difficulty, and | 


little delay. This is an important considera- 
tion, as in most places, in consequence of the 


want of roads, the greatest difficulties present | 


themselves to the missionary. The country 
also during the rainy season is as healthy as 
other places. 

* Secondly. Although the inhabitants are 
very superstitious, and attached to caste, 
they have little knowledge of the Shast- 
ers, and are therefore very ill prepared to de- 
fend their system against the statements of 
Christian missionaries; and as there are but 


very few Brahmins among them, and these 


generally very ill informed, there is searcely 
any to whom they can resort to get the diffi- 
culties thus presented satisfactorily answered, 
and their doubts removed. Caste also is re- 
tained more through fear of worldly loss than 
respect which they have for it. 

« Thirdly. 
much oppressed by the landowners, and in 
cousequence much discontented. Beside, the 


. different religious services to which they at- 


tend are chiefly for obtaining worldly good. 


Thus an idol which they call Dokyin Roy, is 
to be seen in every field (excepting those 
which belong to Musselmans), and it is sup- 
posed to he very propitious in bringing abun- 


dance of fish and rive; and for this object also . 


such of them as have saved a little money ge- 


- nerally expend it in building a temple in ho- 


* 


. expectations 3 for, as as I 


rots 


: reer most = te 


% ee 


The people are generally very . 


| 


| eaid, ‘ My word shall “not - 


| mend them to His overruli 
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generally are very much distressed, and even 
those families that have erected temples to 
Kristnoo are, with few exceptions, reduced to 
poverty. A very ignorant heathen man said 
to me once as I was ‘travellingin acanoe, when * * 
asking him some questions respecting these 
temples; ‘ I do not know how it is, but the 
fact is certain that every body that builds a 
temple, instead of getting rich, as he.expected, 
comes to poverty ;’ and this, on inquiry, I 
found to be very generally true. Hence their 
poverty, the oppressions to which they are 
subject, and the inefficacy of idolatry make 
many sincerely desire a change; and when 
missionaries visit them it causes them also to 
receive them with gladness, and listen to 
their message with attention. ‘ When thy 
judgments are abroad in the world, the in- 
habitants thereof will learn righteousness. 

“Fourthly. Christianity has, by the labours 
of missionaries and the distribution of tracts, 
obtained through all parts of the country a 
good reputation; so that there exists a great 
desire and curiosity to hear the word of God, 
and peruse the little printed messengers of 
mercy. I have often been surprised at the 
pleasure which has been manifested when the 
inconsistencies, contradictions, and. abomina- 
tions of Hindooism have been exposed. The 
people appeared as though they had been wish- 
ing ‘to throw away tke load which oppresses 
them, and that they had now found reasons 
for so doing. On these occasions also they 
have highly extolled the Gospel, saying, ‘This 
is thetrue, the excellent way.’ A considerable 
number of persons who have not professed 
themselves Christians have obtained a good 
insight into its doctrines, pial ees and pros- 
pects. 

“ Fifthly. The iee of caste is now broken. 
Several hundreds of persons within a few years 
have become Christians im profession, and 
thus shown their ‘disregard for caste. This 
with Hindoos is a great-point. Dostoor, or 
example, sways a very powerful influence over 
theirminds; nor do I find that in this part of the 
country Christians are less respected by their 
neighbours than they were before losing caste. 
Many say they have doneright, and that they 
would follow them did they not fear the anger 


| of their landowners. ~ 


‘From all these things then it certainly ap- 
pears that affectionate, prudent, persevering, 
evangelical missionary labours in this district, 
followed by prayer, would, in a few years, ac- 
complish the most glorious achievements in the 
cause of our adorable Redeemer; and with» 
these views I cannot but look back on m Ja- 
bours here, humble and imperfect as they h 
been, with hope and thankfulness, 


ng power, W 
Loe Amen. Dag 
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CALCUTTA. 
Baptism of four Native Converts. 


From the Calcutta. Missionary 
Herald of March, 1831. 


* On Tuesday -afternoon, March 22nd, 
the ordinance of Believers’ Baptism was ad- 
ministered in Mr. Wilson’s Tank, in Intalee, 
when four persons, about to be received into 
the native church, at Caleutta, thus made 


a public profession of their faith in Christ . 


Jesus. One was formerly a Mussulman re- 
siding in Calcutta; and the remaining three 
are Hindoos; one fromthe village of Bon- 


stollah, and the other two from that_ of 


Kharee. 
The service was commenced by singing, 


with reading the Scriptures and prayer, by © 
Mr. W. H. Pearce; after which an address | 


to the spectaiors was 
G. Pearce. 


delivered by Mr. 
Mr. C. C. Aratoon then asked 


the candidates several questions as to the | 


reasons which induced them thus publicly to 
embrace the religion of Jesus; aud haying 
received from one of them, in the name of 
the rest, satisfactory replies, he explained the 
design of the solemn service in which they 
had engaged to the numerous spectators pre- 


sent, and besought them also to embrace the | 
He then went down with the 


Saviour. 
candidates into the water, and baptized 
them ; after which, brother Soojautally, the 
Society's native preacher, concluded the in- 
teresting service with prayer. 
fessing Christians, it is estimated that 250 
Hindoos and Mussulmans were present, and 


all behaved with the most respectful atten- | 


tion during the service. 
In the evening, the persons baptized were 


received into the fellowship of the native 


church, when the Lord’s Supper was admi- 
nistered by Mr. W. H. Pearce, to nearly 
thirty native members, besides European 
visitors. 


BOMBAY. 


It will appear, by the subjoined | 
extract, that our American mission-— 


ary brethren at Bombay have. re- 
cently been encouraged in their 
efforts by several instances of hope- 
ful success. 


| mitted to the Lord’s Supper. 


Besides pro- | 


uA 
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munion a little while before, two 
Hindoos were received on the first 


Sabbath of December (1830) of 


whom it is said ;— 


* On the first Sabbath in December, Da- 
jeeba, a Hindoo of the Purhoo caste, was re- 
ceived into the church by baptism, and ad- 
And on'the 
first Sabbath in March, Moroba, of the 
Hindoo caste, was received into the church 
by baptism. 

“* After this the Lord’s Supper was admi- 
nistered in the American Mission Chapel to, 
nineteen communicants, among whom were 


| the descendants of Shem, Ham, and Japheth 


—from the four quarters of the globe. The 
services were conducted in the Murat’hee 
language. The novelty of the scene drew 
out a large number of natives, to whom 
the nature and design of the ordinances were 
clearly explained, and who listened. to the 
instruction, and watched the movements, 
with much apparent concern. 

“* Dajeeba, previously to his baptism, had 


| been employed by the American Mission as 


a teacher of one of their native schools in 
Mazagaum, for nearly three years, during 


| which time he had been a regular attendant 


on the religious services at the chapel on 
the Sabbath and on Tuesday. Little more 
than a year previously to his baptism his 


' mind was apparently deeply impressed with 


Diyine truth,—a sense of his own innate 
depravity and sinfulness of life, and a per- 
suasion of the inefficacy of the numerous 
atonements inculcated by Hindooism to ex- 
piate sin. For a season his mind was in 
such-a state of anxious inquiry respecting the 
way to obtain the remission of sin and 
eternal life, as to disqualify him, in a measure, 
for the regular instruction of his school. 
He requested permission to put another 
teacher in his place, that he might, with less 
interruption, pursue the great inquiry which 
seemed to absorb his every thought. His 
request being acccded to by the missionaries, 
he went to them daily for several weeks, ° 
to read the Scripture and receive instruc- 
tion. Having read the New Testament at- 
tentively, and having had it explained to 
him by the missionaries, he professed his 


| belief in Christianity, and in Christ as his 


only Saviour. But in consequence of the 
entreaties of an aged and infirm mother, who ~ 
was dependant on him for support, and the 
influence of other friends, he was induced to 
defer the violation of his caste by uniting — 
with the church. Though he seemed. to lose, 


| in a measure, the deep solicitude he ‘once 


Besides three other , 
persons, admitted into their com-. 


manifested for his salvation, and was guilty 
of some improper conduct, yet it is believed 
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he didnot return to the practice of idolatry. 
He professed to read the Scriptures daily, and 
to pray to the one living and true God. 
About six months before his baptism, Divine 
truth seemed to take a more deep and abiding 
hold of his feelings. He acknowledged that 
he had done wrong in listening to the en- 
treaties of a mother, rather than to the com- 
mands of his Saviour, and requested to be 
baptized. His mother, who before so viru- 
lently opposed him, consented to his baptism ; 
for she said, ‘I am convinced that Dajeeba 
will find no peace to his mind till he has 
professed Christ before his countrymen by 
being baptized; but as for me,’ she added, 
‘Tcan assure you that I will never be guilty 
of apostacy from the religion of my ancestors. 
If they have gone to hell, I will go there too 
—I have no concern for that.” And here 
we would mention, that Christians may be 
excited to pray for this aged Pagan woman, 
that she was present at tke baptism of her 
son, and.since that time has attended divine 
service at the chapel when her infirmities 
would admit. She is less bitter in her feel- 
ing—more disposed to hear—and attends 


_ family worship with her son. 


‘ Dajeeba is a young man, aged 26, rather 
modest and retiring in his natural disposition, 
possesses good natural talents, and, for a 
Hindoo, considerable information. He is ad- 
vantageously employed as superintendent of 
schools, and at the same time pursuing a 
course of study for more extensive usefulness. 

“¢ The other Hindoo convert, Moroba, had 
been employed as a teacher of a school in 
connexion with the raission only six months 
previous to his baptism. From that time, in 
addition to the stated services at the chapel, 
and the Christian instruction given in the 
school, he attended daily the reading of the 
Scriptures and prayer at one of the mission- 
aries’ houses. About two months after this 
he brought his household gods, which had 
been worshipped in the families of his ances- 
tors for years, and gave them to the mission- 
ary, and said, ‘ Take these abominable gods, 
for I have no further need of them. I wish 
to clear my house of them, for I am convinced 
there is but one God, who is a Spirit—and 
from this time I am determined to worship 
him in my family.” At the same time he 
requested to be’ baptized as soon as the mis- 
sionaries should deem him a proper subject 


for admission to the Christian church. 


“ Moroba and Dajeeba are bitterly perse- 
cuted by their former castes, but as yet they 
seem to suffer joyfully f for Christ's sake. The 
wife of the ‘former is at present in a very 


interesting state of mind. She daily receives 
sie ruction from one of the ladies 


| me neber see.” 
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she will soon exhibit that evidence of Chris- 
tian character, which-shall warrant her ad- 
mission also to the church.” 


——SS 


JAMAICA. 


The following testimony will 
speak for itself. It was handed to 
the editor by a Christian friend, who 
spent some months in Jamaica, and 
had ample opportunities of making 
himself acquainted with the state of 
several of our churches there. 


The contributor of the following brief 
article, was once a little sceptical about the 
great success of the Baptist West-India Mis- 
sionaries, on account of the vast number of 
supposed conversions ; but, having been per- 
mitted to see their labours and the good 
effected, he begs leave to give as a sample 
a few of the many queries and answers which 
the missionary and the candidate for baptism 
respectively put and received, prior to that 
ordinance. 

What is sin? “ All that don’t fitten.” 
Another, ** All the badness we do ’foretime. ” 
Who is Jesus Christ? ‘* The Son of God.” 
And what has He done for our salvation ? 
** Him ’tand for we.” Another, “ Him get 
himself wound for we.” Do you repent of 
sin? ‘“ Ebery ting me do ’foretime, me sorry 
for to me heart.” How did you know your- 
self to be a sinner? “ Me tink mea sinner ; 
for me hearee de Bible read.”” Do you love 
Jesus? “ Me lub me Massa Jesus; me wish 
me always at Him feet.” Why do you love 
the Saviour ? *¢ For Him come down and be 
crucified, and Him ’till pray.” Can you do 
good of yourself? ‘ Byde power of Jesus.” 
Why do you wish to be baptized? “ Massa 
Jesus leave de word, and me wish to follow 
him track.” But if any one should mock 
afterwards, what would you do? Me take 
him hand, and me say, how you do?””. What 
does the minister break the bread for, and 
pour out the wine? “To mind upon it, 
and "member upon it, how Massa Jesus body 
broke for we, how Him- precious blood *pilt 
for we.” Why do you wish to partake of 
the Lord's Supper? “ It bring feeling over 
me mind; for Him wounded for me sin.” 
One of them having been asked if she loved. 
God, replied in the affirmative ; and on being 
furtker asked, whether she rea all the _ 
brethren and sisters, answered, ‘“ Hi Massa ! d 
me no lub me broder and me sisters, | who | 
me see ebery: day, when, me lub God 


‘i aie 


dows 


‘ 


furtherance of the object. 


© 
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LIST OF FOREIGN LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED. 


East Inpigs...... Mr. J. C. Marshman = Serampore - April 27, 1831. 
Rey. W. Yates - - . Calcutta - April 14 
W. H. Pearce = Ditto - = June 22 
Jas. Thomas - Sulkea - May 30 
Mrs. Chamberlain - Monghyr - May 13 
Rev. W. Carey - Cutwa - April 24 
A. Leslie - Monghyr ~ April 1 
G. Bruckner - Batavia - June 16 
E. Daniel - Colombo = April 28 
West Inpigs...... John Clark - = — Port Royal - Oct. 12 
H. C. Taylor - Spanish Town Oct. 3 
F. Gardner - Montego Bay Sept. 30 
“Wm. Whitehorne Rio Bueno > Sept. 15 
T. F. Abbott - Lucea - Sept. 27 
i J. Burton - Kingston = Sept. 28 
W. Knibb - Falmouth e Sept. 27 
Sout AFRICA.......005 Messrs. Kidwelland Webber, Graham’s Town Aug. 18 
DOMESTIC. rily involves. Our heavenly Father having 


Our readers will perceive that the 
generous kindness of our friend 
“Omicron,” and the very excellent 
letter accompanying his munificent 
donation, as inserted our last num- 
ber, have not’ been without their 
effects. Besides various donations 
of smaller amounts, for all which 
the Committee are very thankful, 
another anonymous friend has for- 
warded a benefaction of THREE 
HUNDRED Pounbs. It was accom- 
panied by the following lines, ad- 
dressed to the Secretary. 


Dear Sir, 

Your correspondent Omicron expresses the 
desire that all the readers of his excellent 
letter may apply his hints to themselves, 
stating his conviction that, if they do, the 
number of missionaries may be doubled. This, 
I think, is beyond all question. I desire to 
fall under the reproof, and enclose £300 in 
It is delightful to 
unite in the fervent supplications which are 
presented, that the kingdom of Christ may be 
extended throughout the world ; and I desire 
to feel that consistency requires that I shall 
be ready to make the pecuniary sacrifices 


_ which the fulfilment of our wishes necessa- 


been pleased to confer upon us. the honour of 
communicating his Gospel to our benighted 
fellow men, surely there can be uno employ- 
ment of property more noble than to use it 
for that purpose. ~I do hope that convictions 
of this kind are, on the whole, gaining ground 
among us; but we have all need to be re- 
minded, again and again, of what is at once 
our duty and our privilege in this respect. 

T am far from wishing to press heayily on 

‘that Jarge number of our kind friends who 
cannot, with propriety, go beyond the annual 
contribution of a guinea or two; but I am 
quite satisfied that too mary content them- 
selyes with paltry subscriptions of that order, 
whose means authorize and require them to 
go much beyond it. I only wish such per- 
sons could be brought to feel the cause of 
Christ as thetr own—that their happiness is 
bound up in its prosperity—gnd what an 
amazing change should we soon behold! 

But I must not intrude farther on your 
valuable time. Trusting that the call of 
God in his providence, for more liberal sup- 
plies to his cause, may not be unheeded or 
disobeyed, and rejoicing in the liberal dona- 
tion you have already received, as well as in 
the truly Christian manner in which it was 

| presented, 


Iam, my dear Sir, 
Yours most truly, 
Ovesimus. 
| Dec. 20, 1831. : 
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Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
from November 20 to December 20; 1831, not including individual 


Subscriptions, 
Chatham, Juvenile Society, by Capt. Pudner =) - -, 
John Street Chapel Sunday School, (one-fourth) - - 
Downton, Collection and Weekly Subscriptions, by Rev. John Clare 
Aylesbury, Friends by Mr. Reynolds = - = - 
Oxfordshire Auxiliary, by Rev. ee Flood :— * 
Alcester, Collection = = - - - 1110 
Juvenile Contributions by Miss Price - aia jogo 
Rev. J.-Price - - - - - Ti) «ak 
Mrs. Price - - - = = E dpm OO 
Stratford-on-Avon, Collection - = - - 4 6 
Shipston-on-Stour, Subscriptions - : ~ 3 12 
Sunday School Children - = n a 1 4 
0. -2 


Missionary Box, by a Female Servant - - - 


Haddington, East Lothian Society; by Mr. Hunter (Female Education) 
Nairnshire, Missionary Society, by Rev. Wm. Barclay - - 
Reading, Auxiliary Society, on Account, by Mr. Williams - 
Walworth, one-third of Collection at Rev. George Clayton’s - 
Bradford, Collection and Subscriptions, by Rev. James Rodway - 
Exeter, by Rev. John Mason’: -—— 


Congregational Society, Bartholomew Yard - S ee i | 

Sir John Kennaway - - = <5 24 xO 

Mr. Moxey y - te 4 = “ = A tidy: | 
Wales, South West Association, by Mr. J. M. Thomas :— 

Ffynnon, Pembrokeshire - - = Pies 

Rev. T. E. Thomas - - = =» “O7F0 

Mr. Henry Thomas, Tyhen a - g o> O2EO 
Newbury, Subscriptions and Collection, by Rev. T. Welsh - - 
Sheffield, Auxiliary Society on Account, by Mr. Atkinson - - 

DONATIONS. 
Onesimus - - - - - - i « = = 
W. A. Hankey, Esq. - - - = a os ey “7 
Agatha - - = 2 . a 
Two Friends, PR Foot Tea - = < ‘ 
Johannes - - - - : s Prix, |S a 
F, M. 8. - - 2 ee = 
Friend, by the late ite, ie Mack | - = “ = 
Amica - - - - - - 4 = x. 
Rey. James Hargreaves - - - = 4 s ar 
Mrs. Walker, Ponder’s End - = j a j 
Friend to Female Education - = = = g so 
4 . 


" J.S. Hodson, Printer, Cross Street, Hatton Garden, 


DNDDARSOARD |» 


£8. & 
oO 
2-8-8 
11 14 0 
4- GicO 
23 17 10 
612 6 
5 0 O 
5O- -0 0 
33 19 0 
11> 0 
22> 0-90 
410 6 
40 8 8 
30 0 0 
300 0 
50 0 
50. 0 
20 0 
5 0 
5.0 
RH) 
23.0. 
22 
2 0 
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